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Battle of Belleau Wood, (1–26 June 1918), Allied victory, and the first major engagement of the U.S. army 
in World War I, that greatly boosted morale amid the German’s Spring Offensive. The struggle for Belleau 
Wood announced to the Germans that the U.S. armed forces had arrived on the Western Front in strength 
and were eager to fight. It was a tough baptism of fire for the Americans but persistence and resolution se-
cured them their first important victory in France. The bravery of the U.S. Army’s 2nd Division, comprising the 
4th Marine Brigade (the "Fighting Fifth" and 6th Marine Regiments) was especially noteworthy. In recognition 
of their service and sacrifice, the French renamed Belleau Wood the "Bois de la Brigade de Marine"—Wood 

of the Marine Brigade—and awarded the 4th Marine Brigade the coveted Croix de Guerre. 

As the Germans tried to extend and develop their offensive against the French on the Marne River, they 
came up against the U.S. 2nd and 3rd Divisions at Château-Thierry and Belleau Wood. Having been 
checked at Château-Thierry, the Germans advanced through the nearby Belleau Wood and then encoun-
tered more of the 2nd Division and a brigade of U.S. Marines. Neighboring French troops began to fall back 
and urged the Americans to do likewise, eliciting the famous response from U.S. Marine Captain Lloyd W. 
Williams: "Retreat? Hell, we just got here!" The Americans dug in and with a fine display of marksmanship 

held the German attack on 4 June. 

The Americans went over to the offensive and 
attacked the German positions in front of Belleau 
Wood on 6 June, suffering heavy losses in the 
process (the highest in U.S. Marine Corps history 
until the Battle of Tarawa in 1943). A subsequent 
attack gained the Americans a foothold on the edge 
of the wood, but progress was painfully slow, the 
enthusiasm of the Americans being met by equal 
determination from the defending Germans. The 
fighting was relentless, much of it at close quarters 
and involving bayonets, knives, and even fists. The 

Americans launched six attacks before the Germans were finally expelled from Belleau Wood on 26 June. 

Subsequently, the adjacent villages of Vaux and Bouresche were also secured by the American forces as 

the Germans fell back to new positions. 

Losses: American, 9,777 casualties (1,811 killed); German, 9,500 casualties, including 1,600 captured. 

Battle of Belleau Wood 

https://www.britannica.com/event/World-War-I
https://www.britannica.com/place/France
https://www.britannica.com/topic/The-United-States-Army
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/comprising
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Croix-de-Guerre
https://www.britannica.com/place/Marne-River
https://www.britannica.com/place/Chateau-Thierry
https://www.britannica.com/topic/brigade
https://www.britannica.com/topic/The-United-States-Marine-Corps
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/adjacent
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Our Centenary - World War 1 Timeline  - June—September 1918 

June 6, 1918 - The Battle of Belleau Wood involving the U.S. 2nd Infantry Division begins. During the three-week fight against the Germans, Americans experi-

ence their first significant battlefield casualties with 5,000 killed. 

June 9, 1918 - The Germans launch their fourth offensive, once more with an eye toward Paris. In the hastily arranged Gneisenau Offensive the German 18th 
Army attacks in a southwest direction toward Paris. However, the Germans are stopped as French and American troops successfully counter-attack and the new 
offensive withers after just four 

days. 

June 15, 1918 - Austrian troops 
begin an offensive along the Piave 
River in Italy, at the urging of the 
Germans. Although suffering from 
a lack of food, horses and sup-
plies, they cross the river and 
establish a 12-mile front, but then 
realize they can not hold it against 
the now-revitalized Italian Army 
and withdraw after suffering 
150,000 casualties. Following this, 
Austrian soldiers in Italy begin 

deserting. 

Mid 1918 - Soldiers from all sides 
begin to succumb to a deadly 
strain of influenza. Troop losses 
from the flu epidemic soon exceed 
combat casualties, especially 
weakening the hard-pressed Ger-
man Army. The worldwide epidem-
ic lasts for about a year, killing an 
estimated 20 million persons, then vanishes as strangely as it had 

appeared. 

July 15-17, 1918 - The last German offensive of the war, the Marne-Reims Offensive, begins with a two-pronged attack around Reims, France, by 52 divisions. 
The Allies have been anticipating this battle and lie in wait. The German attack to the east of Reims is crushed that day by the French. To the west of Reims, the 

advance is blocked by the U.S. 3rd Infantry Division, followed by a successful French and American counter-attack. 

July 17, 1918 - Russian Bolsheviks murder former Czar 
Nicholas and his entire family. By now, an all-out civil war 
has erupted in Russia that features indiscriminate killings 
of civilians and captured fighters. Amid the chaos, dis-
ease and starvation envelop Russia. The fighting between 
Bolsheviks and their opponents will last three years, end-
ing with a Bolshevik victory amid a Russian death toll 

estimated at 15 million persons. 

Allied Counter-Offensives 

July 18, 1918 - A combined French and American attack 
along the Marne marks the first in a series of coordinated 
Allied counter-offensives on the Western Front. Three 
French armies accompanied by five American divisions 
cross the Marne River. In the face of this assault, the 
German 7th and 9th Armies begin a withdrawal from the 

Marne. 

August 8, 1918 - Germans in the Somme experience the 
"Black Day of the German Army" as later described by 
General Ludendorff. This occurs as the British 4th Army 
using 456 tanks attacks German positions east of Ami-
ens. Six German divisions quickly fall apart and 13,000 
prisoners are taken during the rapid 7-mile advance. The 
attack is only slowed when the Germans rush in nine 

divisions, their last reserves on the Western Front. 

August 20, 1918 - The French 10th Army takes 8,000 
prisoners at Noyon and captures the Aisne 

Heights. 

Battle of the Piave River - Italian trench on the Piave river dam 

Men of the Worcestershire Regiment holding the southern bank of the River Aisne at Maizy, 27 May 1918  
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RAAF assists Papua New Guinea after Earthquake 

The Royal Australian Air Force has deployed a C-130J Hercules to Papua New 
Guinea to provide assistance, following the earthquake that occurred in the early 

morning of 26 February 2018. 

The 7.5 magnitude earthquake struck the Highlands region, particularly Hela and 
Southern Highlands provinces, approximately 600 kilometres north-west of Port 

Moresby. 

The C-130J Hercules left from RAAF Base Richmond on 1 March 2018 and ar-
rived in Port Moresby, where it has begun distributing humanitarian aid bound for 

earthquake affected areas. 

The medium-sized tactical air-lifter has also been requested to conduct aerial 

surveillance of affected areas in support of the Papua New Guinea Government. 

Humanitarian Duty Officer at the Australian High Commission in Papua New 
Guinea, Mr Darian Clark, said the earthquake affected many of the peoples living 

within the Papua New Guinea highlands. 

“This was the biggest earthquake in a hundred years and it spread 150 kilome-

tres across the fault line,” Mr Clark said. 

“A number of urban settlements, as well as villages, have been affected. Many in 
the form of landslides and landslips, which means that roads have been cut off, 
water contaminated, power knocked out and other widespread effects for the 

local people. 

“This is the first round of humanitarian relief supplies to be provided to the affect-
ed area and we understand there is a desperate need for the items we’re taking 

up. So I think the priority of what we are doing cannot be understated. 

“We have a mixture of medical supplies and equipment; tarps, tents, blankets and 
water containers, the essentials of life, following a formal request we received 

from the Papua New Guinea Government on Wednesday. 

“It really confirms the solidarity that Australia has with Papua New Guinea, in 
times of crisis. It has all been made possible, of course, by the C-130J here in 
country. It means that we have been able to respond even quicker than we 

hoped for.” 

C-130J Hercules Captain, Squadron Leader Justin Della Bosca, said the aircrew 

from Number 37 Squadron train for these specific kind of emergencies. 

“The C-130J Hercules is a medium tactical air-lifter and Number 37 Squad-
ron specialises in highland of Papua New Guinea operations. We conduct a lot of 
training throughout the year to ensure we are ready for this exact kind of emer-

gency,” Squadron Leader Della Bosca said. 

“The Hercules has extremely good short field performance and extremely good 
hot temperature and high altitude performance as well. This means we can lift a 

large amount of cargo out of very short airstrips.  

“The Papua New Guinea environment is probably one of the most challenging 
aviation environments in the world, so all of the pilots at Number 37 Squadron 

have a lot of respect for the weather and the terrain in Papua New Guinea.” 

         Choules delivers troops to New Zealand 

HMAS Choules has delivered a combined force of 150 soldiers and ma-
rines from Australia and Tonga to New Zealand to participate Exercise 

Southern Katipo 2017. 

Choules demonstrated her versatility when she arrived alongside at Picton 
in New Zealand’s South Island only a week after supporting the real Hu-
manitarian Aid and Disaster Relief (HADR) mission Operation Vanuatu 

Assist 2017. 

As part of the Southern Katipo exercise scenario, Choules was ap-
proached by role-playing protestors in small boats during her transit 
through the Marlborough Sounds to the wharf at Picton, forcing her to 
close-up and practice force protection, assisted by HMNZS Wellington and 

a Royal New Zealand Navy Seasprite Helicopter. 

Soldiers from the New Zealand Army provided security detail on the wharf 
so that Choules could safely come alongside and land six Bushmaster 
Protected Mobility Vehicles, a number of Unimog trucks and G-Wagons, 
as well as troops from both the Australian Army’s 1st Battalion, the Royal 

Australian Regiment, and the Royal Tongan Marines. 

The Commanding Officer of HMAS Choules, Commander Dave Graham 
said Exercise Southern Katipo provided the Ship’s Company with another 
good opportunity to test their interoperability with Australia’s neighbours in 

the southwest pacific. 

“The most important thing here is that we are standing shoulder to shoul-
der with our mates in this region and demonstrating that we can all work 

together to provide a HADR response,” Commander Graham said. 

“This is a critical capability in this part of the world as shown by recent 

events. 

Commander Graham said it was only three and a half weeks ago Choules 
was in Townsville, proceeding to Southern Katipo, when it was redirected 

to assist in Vanuatu. 

“We were re-roled in a matter of days and able to go to Vanuatu and deliv-

er an effect there that helped more than two-thousand people,” he said. 

“Then we were able to proceed directly to New Zealand for this exercise. 

“That’s a pretty amazing demonstration of the versatility provided by this 

capability.” 

The troops landed ashore by Choules will now join a 13-nation coalition 
force in the field where the exercise scenario, centred on an international 

assistance mission, will get underway. 

The biennial exercise Southern Katipo is the largest coalition and joint 

exercise conducted by the New Zealand  
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Field Punishment 1881–1923 

Field punishment is any form of punishment used against military personnel in the field; that is, field punishment does not require that the member be incarcerated 
in a military prison or reassigned to a punishment battalion. It may be formalised under a system of military justice and may be a sentence imposed in a court mar-

tial or similar proceedings 

In English language contexts, "field punishment" often refers specifically to Field Punishment 
Number One, which was used by the British Army between 1881 and 1923 and the armies of 

some other British Empire countries. 

Field Punishment was introduced in 1881 following the abolition of flogging. It was a common 
punishment during World War I. A commanding officer could award field punishment for up to 28 
days, while a court martial could award it for up to 90 days, either as Field Punishment Number 

One or Field Punishment Number Two. 

Field Punishment Number One, often abbreviated to "F.P. No. 1" or even just "No. 1", consisted of 
the convicted man being placed in fettersand handcuffs or similar restraints and attached to a 
fixed object, such as a gun wheel or a fence post, for up to two hours per day. During the early 
part of World War I, the punishment was often applied with the arms stretched out and the legs 
tied together, giving rise to the nickname "crucifixion". This was applied for up to three days out of 
four, up to 21 days total. It was usually applied in field punishment camps set up for this purpose a 
few miles behind the front line, but when the unit was on the move it would be carried out by the 
unit itself. It has been alleged that this punishment was sometimes applied within range of enemy 
fire. During World War I Field Punishment Number One was issued by the British Army on 60,210 

occasions. 

Conscientious objectors who had been conscripted to the army were treated the same as any 
other soldier, so when they consistently refused to obey orders they were usually given Field 
Punishment No. 1. Alfred Evans, who was sent to France where he would be sentenced to death 
(later commuted) with 34 others claimed that "it was very uncomfortable, but certainly 
not humiliating". Some conscientious objectors even saw F.P. No. 1 as a badge of 

honour. 

Although the 1914 Manual of Military Law specifically stated that Field Punishment should not be applied in such a way as to cause physical harm, in practice abus-
es were commonplace. For example, the prisoner would deliberately be placed in stress positions, with his feet not fully touching the ground. The New Zealand 
conscientious objector Archibald Baxter gave a particularly graphic account of his experience with Field Punishment No. 1 in his autobiography "We Will Not 

Cease". Baxter's story was dramatised in the 2014 TV movie Field Punishment No 1. 

In Field Punishment Number Two, the prisoner was placed in fetters and handcuffs but was not attached to a fixed object and was still able to march with his unit. 

This was a relatively tolerable punishment. 

In both forms of field punishment, the soldier was also subjected to hard labour and loss of pay. 

Field Punishment Number One was eventually abolished in 1923, when an amendment to the Army Act which specifically forbade attachment to a fixed object was 

passed by the House of Lords. However physical restraint remained a theoretical (though rarely imposed) possibility. 

Australian & New Zealand forces during the Vietnam War 

According to author Paul Ham, Australian soldiers caught asleep on sentry duty in the Vietnam War, would be sentenced to 28 days' field punishment usually in the 
form of hard labour and would lose one weeks pay. On its first tour of Vietnam the Australian 105th Field Battery came under much media scrutiny as a result of the 
“O’Neill affair”. In February 1966 20-year-old Gunner Peter O’Neill, who had been absent without leave when rostered for guard duty, failed to appear on a field 
punishment parade. The battery commander, Major Peter Tedder had ordered O’Neill to be handcuffed to a metal stake in a weapons pit for 20 days at the Bien 
Hoa airbase. Gunner O'Neill contends that Major Tedder refused his right to a trial by Court Martial as a result he refused the Major's punishment but he was re-
leased and flown to serve time in the army prison at Holsworthy outside Sydney when questions were raised in the Australian parliament. Following a visit by 
Gough Whitlam and a vote in parliament he was released forthwith. Major Tedder was Court Martialled but acquitted as Gunner O'Neill did not give evidence and 

the illegal punishment had been condoned by a Superior officer. To date Gunner O'Neill has not told his side of the story. 

New Zealand servicemen that served in the Vietnam War with V Force (Vietnam Force) were not exempt from field punishment with some being locked inside large 

shipping containers for considerable time in the sweltering heat. 

 

Robert Graves, from Goodbye to All That (1929) 

 

When I left the Second Battalion, the adjutant let me take my admirable servant. Private Fahy (known as 'Tottie Fay', after the actress), with me. Tottie, a reservist 
from Birmingham, had been called up when war broke out, and fought with the Second Battalion ever since. By trade a silversmith, he had recently gone on leave, 
and brought me back a gift cigarette-case, all his own work, engraved with my name. On arrival at the First Battalion, however, he met one Sergeant Dickens. They 

had been boozing chums in India seven or eight years ago, and joyfully celebrated the reunion. 

The next morning I was surprised and annoyed to find my buttons unpolished and only cold water for shaving; it made me late for breakfast. I could get no news of 
Tottie, but on my way to rifle inspection at nine o'clock at the company billet, noticed Field Punishment No. 1 being carried out in a comer of the farmyard. Tottie 
had just been awarded twenty-eight days of it for 'drunkenness in the field', and stood spread-eagled to the wheel of a company limber, tied by the ankles and 
wrists in the form of an X. He was obliged to stay in this position - 'Crucifixion' they called it - for several hours every day so long as the battalion remained in billets, 
and then again after the next spell of trenches. I shall never forget the look that my quiet, respectful, devoted Tottie gave me. He wanted to tell me that he regretted 

having let me down, and his immediate reaction was an attempt to salute. I could see him vainly trying to lift his hand to his forehead, and bring his heels together. 

Contemporary illustration of Field Punishment Number One  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Active_service
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_prison
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Penal_military_unit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_justice
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Court_martial
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Court_martial
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flogging
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commanding_officer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Court_martial
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fetters
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Handcuffs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Physical_restraint
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conscientious_objector
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stress_positions
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archibald_Baxter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Penal_labour
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/House_of_Lords
http://spartacus-educational.com/Jgraves.htm
http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=Robert+Graves%2C+Goodbye+to+All+That+&rh=n%3A266239%2Ck%3ARobert+Graves%5Cc+Goodbye+to+All+That+
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 Founded after the revolution of 1910, the young Portuguese Republic assured Great Britain of its support in August 1914 and promised to send men and equip-
ment. Although officially neutral, the Portuguese Government was able to justify its belligerent stance by way of an old alliance which had been renewed just two 
years previously in 1912. By entering the war at the side of the British, Portugal hoped to protect its African colonies––Angola and Mozambique––which previously 
had been the subject of secret agreements between the British and the Germans in 1898.  
 
In addition to this practical consideration, Portugal also entered the Great War in order to mark its entry into the alliance of European nations. Its arrival on the inter-
national scene was seen as a way of bolstering national unity and reinforcing the republican regime whose hold on power was faltering under pressure from monar-
chist movements and the grave economic difficulties then affecting the country.  
 
Initially the British were content to accept material aid from Portugal but were less enthusiastic about the young Portuguese Republic actually taking part in the 
fighting. The growing logistical problems affecting the Allies did however lead the British to ask the Portuguese Government in December 1915 for permission to 
requisition all the German ships moored in their ports, and this was done on 24 February 1916. In reaction, Germany declared war on Portugal on 9 March.  
 
France succeeded in convincing its British ally to accept Portuguese reinforcements and a Corpo Expedicionário Português (CEP) was soon assembled and 
shipped to France to await orders. The CEP, under the command of General Tamagnini, landed in the Breton port of Brest in February 1917 and was subsequently 
stationed in Aire-sur-la-Lys, a small town in the region of Pas-de-Calais. The Portuguese troops were, from then on, attached to the 11th Corps of the 1st British 
Army under General Henry Horne. In October 1917 the CEP comprised nearly 56,500 men.  
 
In November 1917 General Horne entrusted the CEP with the defence of an eleven kilometre front in French Flanders which stretched from Laventie to Festubert. 
The Portuguese set up their headquarters at Saint-Venant. The area they had to defend, a plain between the river Lys and the La Bassée Canal, was very damp 
and muddy and this soon had a negative effect on morale. The Portuguese soldiers found it enormously difficult to adapt the particularly inclement conditions of the 
winter of 1917–1918. In December 1917 the Portuguese Government fell in a coup d'état which brought Sidonio Pais to power. Less enthusiastic than its predeces-
sor in its support for the Allies, the new government instituted a new and far less strict system of leave which allowed soldiers to return home for extended periods. 
This resulted in a CEP with fewer officers to lead its men. To make matters worse, by April 1917 Great Britain was devoting all its shipping to the transport of sol-
diers from the United States, which had just entered the war, and therefore had no available capacity to bring in Portuguese soldiers to reinforce their comrades 
stationed in Flanders. As a consequence, insubordination grew steadily among the ranks of the CEP. 
 
When the Battle of the Lys broke out on 9 April 1918 two divisions of the CEP, wanting in men and officers, had to take on nearly ten German divisions spread over 
three successive lines. Except for a few pockets of resistance, the Portuguese soldiers were completely swept aside by the German offensive "Operation 
Georgette". On 13 April Portuguese units were sent to Lillers and Steenbecque to reinforce the British 14th and 16th Divisions posted there. Thereafter they were 
grouped together in a single division and took part in the Allied offensive of 1918. By the time the ceasefire was announced on 11 November 1918 the Portuguese 
had reached the river Escaut and entered Belgium.  
 
Of the 56,500 Portuguese soldiers sent to the Western Front, approximately 2,100 were killed, 5,200 wounded and 7,000 taken prisoner.  
 
Richebourg Portuguese National Cemetery contains the graves of 1,831 Portuguese soldiers, most of whom fell in the Battle of the Lys, and is undoubtedly the 

most poignant memorial to Portugal's participation in the First World War.  

WW1 The Portuguese Expeditionary Corps (CEP, Portuguese: Corpo Expedicionário Português)  

Portuguese troops on parade on the 

Western Front in 1918  

Monument to the Portuguese soldiers who 

died in World War I in Coimbra, Portugal  Portuguese Officers  Western Front in 1918  

http://www.remembrancetrails-northernfrance.com/history/battles/kaiserschlacht-the-german-spring-offensive-of-1918.html
http://www.remembrancetrails-northernfrance.com/trails/the-front/portuguese-national-cemetery-richebourg.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portuguese_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coimbra


Page 6 

 

Editor’s Note  

Articles in all editions of the Military History Group Newsletter have been sourced from the Australian Government, Army, Navy and Airforce newspa-
pers, the Australian War Memorial Canberra via their web site, the Shrine of Remembrance web site and other various public information sites. Most 

articles have been précised to enable them to fit our publication.   

WW1 JAPANESE OPERATIONS IN THE PACIFIC 

The Imperial Japanese Navy in World War I conducted the majority of Japan's military operations during the war. Japan entered World War I on the side of 
the Entente, against Germany and Austria-Hungary, as a consequence of the 1902 Anglo-Japanese Alliance. The capture of Tsingtao, the hunt for the German 
East Asia Squadron, the capture of German colonies in the Pacific and operations in the Mediterranean were the only note worthy events and all marginal to the 

outcome of the war. As a result, Japanese participation in the war was limited.  

Search for the German East Asia Squadron 

On 14 September, the South Seas Squadron under the command of Vice-Admiral Yamaya Tanin left Yokosuka in order to pursue the fleeing German East Asiatic 
Squadron. The squadron consisted of a battlecruiser (Kurama flagship), two cruisers, two destroyers and three transports. However, by this time, Vice-Admiral von 

Spee had left the Marshall Islands and was heading for Tahiti to attack the French port facilities there as he made for Cape Horn. 

Hunt for the Emden and German commerce raiders 

In late August 1914, with war declared the Japanese had wasted no time in deploying their powerful naval assets in support of allied efforts against German com-
merce raiders in the Asia-Pacific. The battlecruiser Kongō was immediately dispatched to patrol the sealanes and three days later on August 26, at the request of 
the British government, the Ibuki together with the light cruiser Chikuma were ordered to Singapore in order to provide support in the search for German commerce 
raiders, particularly the light cruiser SMS Emden. Whilst the Chikuma stayed in the area patrolling unsuccessfully as far south as Ceylon, on September 18, 
the Ibuki was soon dispatched back eastwards to begin the task of escorting allied troop convoys carrying ANZAC contingents from Australia and New Zealand to 
the Middle East, from German raiders. The hunt for German commerce raiders continued and the Satsuma together with the light cruisers Yahagi and Hirado, were 
sent to watch the sea lanes around Australia.  During October, in an effort to hunt down German ships the Japanese force in the Indian Ocean was greatly 
strengthened with all vessels coming under the command of Vice-Admiral Sojiro Tochinai; ultimately employing two battlecruisers, Ibuki and Ikoma; three armoured 
cruisers, Tokiwa, Yakumo and Nisshin, and three light cruisers, Hirado, Yahagi and Chikuma. On November 1, in response to a British request, the Japanese as-

sumed temporary responsibility for all Allied naval activity in the Indian Ocean east of 90 degrees longitude and remained in command for the rest of the month. 

Seizure of German Pacific territories 

After passing the Bonin Islands the South Seas squadron stopped at the Marianas but finding no sign of enemy ships pushed on rapidly as possible towards 
the Marshalls arriving at Eniwetok Atoll on September 29. The squadron's ultimate objective, however, was Jaluit Atoll which was the German commercial head-
quarters in the central Pacific. Anchoring off Jaluit on September 30, the Japanese found the vast lagoon empty and put a landing party ashore. The handful of 
German authorities on the island made no attempt to resist or to stir up the native population. After gaining control of the atoll, Vice-Amiral Yamaya radioed his 
report to naval headquarters in Tokyo. Instructions came back almost immediately, Yamaya was ordered to withdraw the landing party and that the South Seas 
squadron was to retire to Eniwetok. Yamaya complied and left westward only to receive further orders a few days later, stating that he was to return and land a 

permanent occupying force on Jaluit. On October 3, a permanent landing party of three officers and one hundred enlisted men was put ashore. 

Concurrently, a second naval squadron had been formed at 
the request of the British government, which had requested to 
have a battlegroup sent to Australia in order to protect troop 
transports carrying ANZAC contingents on their journey to the 
Middle East. The Second South Seas Squadron, under the 
command of Rear-Admiral Matsumura Tatsuo, consisting of 
the battleship Satsuma and two light cruisers; departured 
from Sasebo on September 30. Rear-Admiral Yamaya's force 
was consequently renamed the First South Seas Squadron. 
Both squadrons were instructed to carry out temporary occu-
pations of the principal German territories in Micronesia. On 
October 5, the First South Seas Squadron anchored 
off Kusaie; on the seventh it arrived at the island 
of Sokehs and entered Ponape Harbor; and on the twelfth 
the Kurama, followed by a cruiser escort, entered Truk La-
goon where the Japanese businessman and adventurer Mori 
Koben witnessed the vessels at anchor. In the west, Matsu-
mura in the Satsuma, escorted by two cruisers, sailed into the 
harbor at Yap much to the consternation to the Royal Austral-
ian Navy which had been on its way north to do so;  on 7 
October, a landing party was put ashore at Koror in 
the Palaus; on the ninth Angaur and its German phosphate 
mines were in Japanese hands; and on the fourteenth, the 
battleship Katori dropped anchor in the roadstead off Gara-
pan Town on Saipan. The Japanese occupation 
of Micronesia with the except of the American colony 

of Guam and the British Gilberts was complete. Within two 

months the Imperial Japanese Navy had occupied all German possessions in the Pacific, north of the equator.  

A German submarine that was captured in Hawaii in 1914 is moored in Kagoshima  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imperial_Japanese_Navy
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The training ship Tingira was originally laid down as the Sobraon for the shipping firm Lowther, Maxton and Co. The original design provided for composite 

sail and steam propulsion, however, the latter was not incorporated and the ship was completed as a three masted clipper relying solely on sail. 

With all sails set she had a spread of two acres of canvas. There was accommodation for 90 first-class and 41 second-class passengers. Her decks com-
prised Upper, Main, Lower and Orlop. A large space was reserved for the carrying of livestock, which included pigs, bullocks and sheep. Several hundred 
poultry was also included and was considered a necessity for the class of passenger carried. Fresh milk was always available for passengers, as cows were 
part of the livestock for this purpose. She was one of the few ships fitted with a large condenser which allowed the passengers and crew a liberal supply of 

fresh water daily, in most ships of that period water was rationed. She was also fitted with a large ice chamber which was capale of holding three tons. 

After carrying cargo and passengers between the United Kingdom and Australia for many years she was purchased by the New South Wales government in 
1891. Moored off Cockatoo Island and under the control of the New South Wales State Welfare Department she was used as a reformatory or Nautical 

School Ship for wayward boys until 1911. 

 n 1911 Sobraon was purchased by the Commonwealth Government for £15 000 and fitted out as a boy’s training ship at Mort’s Dock Balmain. The name 
chosen for her was an aboriginal word meaning ‘open sea’ and she commissioned into 
the RAN as HMAS Tingira on 25 April 1912. Tingira became a well known sight in Sydney harbour 
at her permanent mooring in Rose Bay. There she was supported by shore facilities in Kent Hall on 
New South Head Road. Nearby Lyne Park was also used for the purpose of parade, rifle and field 
gun training. On 1 June 1912 the first batch of 37 boys recruited from New South Wales 
joined Tingira. Drafts from other States quickly followed, completing the first intake of 100. Entry 
was limited to boys between the ages of 14 and a half and 16 years who were bound to serve for 
seven years following their eighteenArriving on board Tingira, the boys were immediately assigned 
an official number which remained with them throughout their naval service. They were then placed 
in either the 'port' or 'starboard' watch and kitted up in what was termed casual clothing. This was an 
interim naval kit consisting of: a cap, duck (coarse white material) suit, towel, soap, hammock and 
blankets. Shoes were only ever worn when undertaking parade or gunnery training or when going 

ashore for Sunday divine service. A more complete kit-up usually followed a week later.  

Boys were placed in classes of about 12 and for the first four months they received com-
prehensive instruction in seamanship. On completion, they would sit an examination before beginning their gunnery training. This was where discipline report-

edly came into its own. Everything was done at 'the double' and failure to carry out correct drill or any order with alacrity was severely dealt with.  

A typical day's routine for a Tingira boy saw them turn out at 0530 and 'lash and stow' their hammocks before mustering for baths and showers. After bathing, 
each boy would receive a cup of cocoa, known as 'ki', before 'turning to' and cleaning ship. Boats would then be turned out and on completion the boys would 
fall in for physical training. The last boy to fall in would be sent over the ship's rigging half a dozen times which was never a pleasant prospect, particularly 

with no footwear on a cold, frosty morning.  

After a vigorous half an hour of physical training all of the boys would be ordered over the ships rigging three times before mustering for breakfast. Grace was 
said before all meals which were overseen by the ship’s padre. On completion of breakfast the day’s classroom and practical instruction began, continuing 

until 1600 at which time the boys turned their attention to domestic duties or compulsory organised sport. 

At 1900, on completion of supper, the boys were allowed to write letters or participate in voluntary games until 2030 when they were fallen in before being 

ordered to ‘turn in’. Lights out occurred promptly at 2100. 

During her 15 years in commission 3158 boys were trained in Tingira and most took their place as sailors in the fleet. Many served in the RAN during the two 
World Wars and some, such as Signalman JW Varcoe, DSM and Petty Officer JT Humphries, GM were decorated for individual acts of gallantry during those 

conflicts. 

The last draft of the Tingira boys began their training in 1926 and in August that year recruiting of boys ceased. On 30 June 1927 Tingira paid off and after 

passing through the hands of a number of different owners she was broken up in Sydney in 1941. 

 

HMAS TINGIRA 

The clipper ship Sobraon under full sail in her heyday  

While in HMAS Tingira  boys received three 'square meals' a day and were under constant supervison. Discipline was reportedly harsh.  

http://www.navy.gov.au/biography/petty-officer-john-thomas-humpheries
http://www.navy.gov.au/biography/petty-officer-john-thomas-humpheries
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Lt Col. Charles Groves Wright Anderson, VC, MC (12 February 1897 – 11 November 1988) 
was a South African-born soldier, Australian recipient of the Victoria Cross, a member of 
the Australian House of Representatives, and a farmer. After growing up in Africa and being 
schooled in England, Anderson served as an officer during the East African campaign against 
the Germans during the First World War, reaching the rank of captain and being awarded 

the Military Cross. 

After the war, Anderson settled as a farmer in Kenya. In the early 1930s, he married an Australi-
an woman and later moved to Australia, where he became a grazier. In 1939, he joined 
the Militia, Australia's part-time military force, before volunteering for overseas service after the 
outbreak of the Second World War. In early 1941, he was deployed to Malaya as part of the 8th 
Division, where he rose to command the 2/19th Battalion against the Japanese following 
their invasion of Malaya in December of that year. For his actions around Muar in January 1942, 
he was awarded the Victoria Cross before being captured at the end of the fighting on Singa-
pore. He spent over three years in Japanese captivity, before being released at the end of the 

war. 

In the post war years, Anderson returned to farming and served as a federal parliamentarian, 
representing the Division of Hume twice between 1949 and 1961, before retiring. He died 

in Canberra at the age of 91.Awarded the Victoria Cross. 'During the operations in Malaya from the 18th to 22nd Jan 1942, Lieut. Col. ANDERSON, in com-
mand of a small Force, was sent to restore a vital position and to assist a Brigade. His Force destroyed ten enemy tanks. When later cut off, he defeated per-
sistent attacks on his position from air and ground forces, and forced his way through the enemy lines to a depth of fifteen miles. He was again surrounded 
and subjected to a very heavy and frequent attacks resulting in severe casualties to his Force. He personally led an attack with great gallantry on the enemy 
who were holding a bridge, and succeeded in destroying four guns. Lieut. Col. Anderson throughout all this fighting, protected his wounded and refused to 
leave them. He obtained news by wireless of the enemy position and attempted to fight his way back through the eight miles of enemy occupied country. This 
proved to be impossible and the enemy were holding too strong a position for any attempt to be made to relieve him. On the 19th January, Lieut. Col. Ander-
son was ordered to destroy his equipment and make his way back as best he could round the enemy position. Throughout the fighting, which lasted for four 
days, he set a magnificent example of brave leadership, determination and outstanding courage. He not only showed fighting qualities of a very high order but 

throughout exposed himself to danger without any regard to his own personal safety.'  

Private Mulligatawny (the Australian stock-whip wonder) frequently causes a lot of bother in the enemy’s trenches 
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    BREAK OF DAY IN THE TRENCHES 

 

The darkness crumbles away. 
It is the same old druid Time as ever, 

Only a live thing leaps my hand, 
A queer sardonic rat, 

As I pull the parapet’s poppy 
To stick behind my ear. 

Droll rat, they would shoot you if they knew 
Your cosmopolitan sympathies. 

Now you have touched this English hand 
You will do the same to a German 

Soon, no doubt, if it be your pleasure 
To cross the sleeping green between. 

It seems you inwardly grin as you pass 
Strong eyes, fine limbs, haughty athletes, 

Less chanced than you for life, 
Bonds to the whims of murder, 

Sprawled in the bowels of the earth, 
The torn fields of France. 

What do you see in our eyes 
At the shrieking iron and flame 
Hurled through still heavens? 

What quaver — what heart aghast? 
Poppies whose roots are in man’s veins 

Drop, and are ever dropping; 
But mine in my ear is safe — 

Just a little white with the dust. 

Isaac Rosenberg was assigned to the 12th Bantam 
Battalion of the Suffolk Regiment, a bantam being a 
designation for men under the usual minimum height of 
5'3". After turning down an offer to apply for a commis-
sion to become a lance corporal, Rosenberg was trans-
ferred, first, to the South Lancashire Regiment, then, to 
the King's Own Royal Lancaster Regiment. In June 
1916, he was sent with his unit to serve on the Western 
Front in France, where he arrived on 3 June. He contin-
ued to write poetry while serving in the trenches, in-
cluding Break of Day in the Trenches, Returning we 
Hear the Larks, and Dead Man's Dump. In December 
1916, the Poetry Magazine published his two poems. 
On 21 March 1918 the German Army started its Spring 
Offensive on the Western Front. A week later, Rosen-
berg sent his last letter with a poem Through these 
Pale Cold Days to England before going to the front 
lines with reinforcements. Having just finished night 

patrol, he was killed on the night of 1 April 1918   
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