
 

A Quarterly Publication MARCH 2015 —ISSUE NO. 6 

U3A NUNAWADING MILITARY HISTORY GROUP  

2015 Program for Term 2 

Program may be subject to changes 

 16th  April:   Joseph Borg: Siege of 

Malta 1565 ( the 450th anniversary) 

 23 April:  Mel Green & Tony 

Tossel:  Interactive Audio Visual on 
Gallipoli 

 30th  April:   Rob Ellis: Generals 

Chauvel and Birdwood 

 7th May:  Harry Spiess: The USS 

Missouri 

 14th May:   Reg Roberts Siege of Kut 

el Amara 

  21st May :  Rob Ellis:  Kemal Ataturk 

& Lyman von Sanders 

 28th  May:    Mel Green:  6 VCs before 

breakfast 

 4th &11th June: Tony Tossel & Harry 

Spiess: Operation Barbarossa 

 18th & 25th June:  Ian Taylor: The 

Mathematics of Military Operations 
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Call for 2015 Contributors 

Military History Group Members are invited 
to consider presentations you might like to 
give or hear next year. Please also let the 
Convenor, Rob Ellis or Committee Members  
know of guest speakers who could be invited 
to share military experiences which would be 

of interest to our Members.  

U3A equipment can be organised and assis-
tance in the preparation of presentations can 

be given if required. 

Note from the Editor re WW1 Commemorations: The Military History Group Committee have elected to try 
and produce one WW1 commemoration presentation per month at U3A  so as not to overshadow other sub-
jects which the Committee trust will be of interest.  Shrine of Remembrance and other WW1 external events will 
be reported on one or two pages of each Newsletter edition. One page of this Newsletter will report a “Timeline” 
related to  WW1 Centaury events  for the   corresponding Newsletter period.eg each quarter of the year, though 
this single edition will report January to the end of May. The next edition will be June to September, September 

to November and so on. In each period a selected major event (s) will be reported here. 

Second Battle of Ypres 22nd  April 1915 

German forces shock Allied soldiers along the Western Front by firing more than 150 tons of lethal chlorine gas 

against two French colonial divisions at Ypres in Belgium. 

Toxic smoke had been used occasionally in warfare since ancient times, and in 1912, the French used small 
amounts of tear gas in police operations. At the outbreak of World War I, however, the Germans began to ac-
tively develop chemical weapons. In October 1914, small tear-gas canisters were placed in shells that were 
fired at Neuve Chapelle, France, but Allied troops were not exposed. In January 1915, the Germans fired shells 
loaded with xylyl bromide, a more lethal gas, at Russian troops at Bolimov on the Eastern Front. Because of the 
wintry cold, most of the gas froze, but the Russians nonetheless reported more than 1,000 killed as a result of 

the new weapon. 

On April 22, 1915, the Germans launched their first and 
only offensive of the year. Now referred to as the Second 
Battle of Ypres, the offensive began with the usual artil-
lery bombardment of the enemy's line. When the shelling 
died down, the Allied defenders waited for the first wave 
of German attack troops but instead were thrown into 
panic when chlorine gas wafted across no-man's land 
and down into their trenches. The Germans targeted four 
miles of the front with the wind-blown poison gas, deci-
mating two divisions of French and Algerian colonial 
troops. The Germans, perhaps as shocked as the Allies 
by the devastating effects of the poison gas, failed to take 
full advantage, and the Allies managed to hold most of 

their positions. 

A second gas attack, against a Canadian division, on April 24, pushed the Allies further back, and, by May, they 
had retreated to the town of Ypres. The Second Battle of Ypres ended on May 25, with insignificant gains for 

the Germans. The introduction of poison gas, however, would have great significance in World War I. 

Immediately after the German 
gas attack at Ypres, the French 
and British began developing 
their own chemical weapons and 
gas masks. With the Germans 
taking the lead, an extensive 
number of projectiles filled with 
deadly substances polluted the 
trenches during the next several 
years of war. Mustard gas, intro-
duced by the Germans in 1917, 
blistered the skin, eyes and 
lungs, and killed thousands. 
Military strategists defended the 
use of poison gas by saying it 
reduced the enemy's ability to 
respond and thus saved lives in 
offensives. In reality, defences 
against poison gas usually kept pace with offensive developments, and both sides employed sophisticated gas 

masks and protective clothing that eventually negated the strategic importance of chemical weapons. 

British soldiers - victims of a poison gas attack  

1915 Ypres gas attack 

http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-i
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World War 1 Timeline  - January 1915 to May 1915 

January 17, 1915 - The initial Turkish offensive into Russia is thwarted as the Turkish 3rd Army suffers a defeat by the Russian Army of the Caucasus near 

Kars. The Russians then begin a multi-pronged invasion of the Ottoman Empire from the Caucasus. 

January 19, 1915 - Germany begins an aerial bombing campaign against Britain using Zeppelins. 

January 31, 1915 - Poison gas is used for the first time in the war as Germans on the Eastern Front attack Russian positions west of Warsaw. Although the 

Germans fire 18,000 gas shells, they have little effect on the Russians as frigid temperatures prevent the gas from vaporizing. 

February 3, 1915 - Turkish troops launch an unsuccessful attack against the British-controlled Suez Canal, which is regularly used by the British to ferry Do-

minion troops from Australia, New Zealand and India to European battle grounds. 

February 4, 1915 - Germany declares the waters surrounding British Isles to be a war zone in which ships can be sunk without warning. 

February 7-22, 1915 - On the Eastern Front in Europe, the German 8th and 10th Armies wage a successful offensive against the Russian 10th Army in the 

Masurian Lakes region of East Prussia, pushing the Russians eastward into the Augustow Forest where they are decimated. 

February 16, 1915 - On the Western Front, the French launch their second offensive against German defense lines in Champagne. Once again they are ham-
pered by the muddy winter weather and a lack of heavy artillery. After a month of fighting, suffering 240,000 casualties, the exhausted French break off the 

offensive. 

February 18, 1915 - The first German U-Boat campaign of the war begins with unrestricted attacks against merchant and passenger ships in the waters 
around the British Isles. Within six months, Allied shipping losses at sea surpass the number of new ships being built. However, the unrestricted attacks also 

arouse the anger of the neutral United States as Americans are killed. 

March 1915 - The British Navy imposes a total sea blockade on Germany, prohibiting all shipping imports including food. 

March 10, 1915 - British and Indian troops in the Artois region of northern France attack the Germans around the village of Neuve Chapelle. The attack takes 
the outnumbered Germans by surprise. The British achieve their initial objective but fail to capitalize on the narrow breach they create in the German lines. 

After three days of fighting, with over 11,000 casualties, the British offensive is suspended. The Germans suffer over 10,000 casualties. 

March 22, 1915 - The Russians capture 120,000 Austrians at Przemysl in Galicia. This marks the culmination of a series of winter battles between the Austri-
ans and Russians to secure the strategic Carpathian Mountain passes and opens the way for a Russian invasion of Hungary. Realizing this, the Germans and 

Austrians make plans to combine their troops and launch a major spring offensive. 

April 11, 1915 - British troops in Mesopotamia fend off a large attack by the Turks against Basra. The British then branch out to protect their position at Basra, 

and proceed up the Tigris Valley toward Baghdad. 

April 22, 1915 - Poison gas is used for the first time on the Western Front as the German 4th Army attacks French positions around Ypres in northern Belgium. 
As they attack, the Germans release chlorine gas from over 5,000 cylinders forming poisonous green clouds that drift toward two French African divisions. 
Lacking any protection, the French quickly retreat. Although this creates a five-mile-wide gap in the Allied lines, the Germans fail to capitalize due to a lack of 
reserve troops and cautious frontline troops hesitant to venture too close to the gas clouds. British and Canadians then plug the gap but are unable to regain 
any ground taken by the Germans. The British then withdraw to a second line of defense, leaving Ypres in Allied hands but virtually surrounded. Casualties in 

the Second Battle of Ypres total 58,000 Allies and 38,000 Germans. 

April 25, 1915 - Allied troops land on the Gallipoli Peninsula in an attempt to unblock the Dardanelles Straits near Constantinople (present day Istanbul, Tur-
key) to reopen access to Russia through the Black Sea. The landing comes after a failed attempt by British and French warships to force their way through the 
narrow Straits. The 70,000 landing troops include 15,000 Australians and New Zealanders. The peninsula is heavily defended by Turkish troops, supplied and 
trained by Germans. Within two weeks, a stalemate develops as the Allies fail to gain any of their objectives and the Turks begin a series of costly attacks 

attempting to drive out the Allies. 

May 1, 1915 - German U-Boats sink their first American merchant ship, the tanker Gulflight, in the Mediterranean Sea near Sicily. 

May 2, 1915 - On the Eastern Front, a combined Austro-German offensive begins against the Russian 3rd Army at Tarnow and Gorlice in Galicia. The attack is 
preceded by a massive artillery bombardment with over 700,000 shells. This breaks down the defenses of the weakened Russians who now suffer from short-

ages of artillery shells and rifles. Within two days, the Austro-Germans break through the lines and the Russians begin a disorganized retreat. 

May 7, 1915 - A German U-Boat torpedoes the British passenger liner Lusitania off the Irish coast. It sinks in 18 minutes, drowning 1,201 persons, including 

128 Americans. President Woodrow Wilson subsequently sends four diplomatic protests to Germany. 

May 9, 1915 - Following six days of artillery bombardment by over a thousand French guns, the French 10th Army attacks German defense lines in the Artois, 
advancing toward Vimy Ridge. The French achieve their initial objective, but fail to capitalize on the narrow breach they create in the German lines. The next 

day, Germans counter-attack and push back the French. 

May 9, 1915 - Complementing the French offensive at Vimy, British and Indian troops launch their second attack against the Germans around Neuve Chapelle 
in the Artois. However, without sufficient artillery support to weaken the German frontline defences, the advancing soldiers are decimated by German machine-

gun fire. The attack is called off the next day with 11,000 casualties. 

May 15, 1915 - British and Indian troops launch another attack against Germans in the Artois, this time at Festubert, north of Neuve Chapelle. The attack is 

preceded by a 60-hour artillery bombardment. But the troops advance just 1,000 yards while suffering 16,000 casualties. 

May 23, 1915 - Italy enters the war on the side of the Allies by declaring war on Austria-Hungary. The Italians then launch offensives along the 400-mile com-
mon border between Austria and Italy. The better equipped Austrians take advantage of the mountainous terrain to establish strong defensive positions all 

along the border. The Italians then focus their attacks on the mountain passes at Trentino and the valley of the Isonzo River. 

May 31, 1915 - The first aerial bombing of London occurs as German Zeppelins kill 28 persons. 
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NORFORCE (North-West Mobile Force)  

The NORFORCE (North-West Mobile Force) is an infantry regiment of the Australian Army Reserve. Formed in 1981, the regiment  is one of  three Regional 

Force Surveillance Units (RFSUs) employed in surveillance and reconnaissance of the remote areas of Northern Australia. 

In the late 1970s and early 1980s the need for a military presence in the north of Australia was recognised, with an integrated land, sea and air surveillance net-
work developed in response. Part of this involved the raising of Australian Army Reserve infantry units known as Regional Force Surveillance Units (RFSUs) that 
would act as "eyes and ears" in the north. NORFORCE was raised for operations in the Northern Territory and the Kimberley region of Northern Australiaand was 
formed as an independent company on 1 July 1981, from the 7th Independent Rifle Company, and was based in Darwin under the command of Lieutenant Colo-
nel John George. This unit was renamed as the North-West Mobile Force, or NORFORCE, in 1981. Meanwhile in 1985 two more RFSUs were raised, with 
the Pilbara Regiment established in Western Australia, and the 51st Battalion, Far North Queensland Regiment established in Cape York, in Far North Queen-

sland. 

The regiment's lineage goes back to 2/1st North Australia Observer Unit (also known as the "Nackaroos"), which were formed 
in 1942 as part of the defence of northern Australia from the Japanese during the Second World War, performing reconnais-
sance, scouting and coastal surveillance tasks across the Kimberley and the Northern Territory's sea and air approaches. How-
ever, patrols were reduced in July 1943 as the Japanese threat subsided, and the unit was disbanded in 1945. Due to the simi-
larities between the two units and in order to give NORFORCE an identity it was decided that it would perpetuate the NAOU 
traditions, and as such NORFORCE officially adopted the NAOU's orange and green 'double diamond' colour patch and its unit 

heritage upon formation. 

NORFORCE also shares its heritage with a number of other 
units raised during the Second World War, including 
the Darwin Mobile Force, from which NORFORCE derives its 
name, and the Northern Territory Special Reconnaissance 
Unit which performed a similar role to the NAOU and pio-
neered the enlistment and training of regionally 

based Aboriginal soldiers, mainly from Arnhem Land. The Darwin Mobile Force was raised in 
1939, originally as an artillery unit due to restrictions of the Defence Act (1903) which prohibited 
the establishment of permanent infantry forces, and was the first Permanent Military Force unit to 
be raised in the Army. The unit was tasked with the surveillance and protection of the Darwin 
region. It was renamed the Darwin Infantry Battalion in 1942 and the 19th Battalion in 1943, and 

subsequently saw service during the New Guinea campaign. 

During its formative years between 1981 and 1985 the regiment consisted of two reconnaissance 
squadrons, with the 1st Reconnaissance Squadron responsible for the Northern Territory and the 
2nd Reconnaissance Squadron responsible for the Kimberley region in Western Australia. In early 1986 the alpha-numeric designations gave way to geographic 
names, with 1 Squadron being redesignated Darwin Squadron and 2 Squadron becoming Kimberley Squadron. Further growth of the unit saw Centre Squadron 
and Arnhem Squadron also being raised in 1986. Each of the regional reconnaissance squadrons has its own AO, and is further divided into a number of "troops", 
each of which consists of a number of "patrols". Darwin Squadron is based a Larrakeyah Barracks in Darwin and has maintained a presence in Daly 
River, Jabiru, Katherine, Maningrida and Wadeye, and onBathurst, Crocker, Goulburn and Melville islands. The Kimberly Squadron is headquartered in Broome, 
with elements based in Argyle, Derby, Kalumburu, Kununarra, Bidyadanga and Wyndham. Arnhem Squadron is responsible for the eastern Northern Territory with 
its headquarters in Nhulunbuy, and elements at Lake Evella, Milingimbi, Ngukurr, Numbulwar and Ramingining, and on Elcho Island and Groote Eylandt. Centre 
Squadron operates from the South Australian border northwards, including the main regional centres ofAlice Springs and Tennant Creek, the sparse Barkly Table-

land, and north to the Robinson River and Borroloola. 

The regiment is now a fully integrated unit consisting of a cadre of about 65 regular personnel supporting 435 Reservists. Regimental Headquarters is based at 
Larrakeyah Barracks in Darwin, while its area of operation (AO) covers 1.8 million square kilometres, encompassing the entire Northern Territory and the Kimber-
ley region of Western Australia; the largest of any military unit in the world today. Borrowing the concept of different "skin" groups to differentiate clans, members 
of NORFORCE are also known as "Green skins". The primary role of the regiment is reconnaissance, observation and the collection of military intelligence. In the 
unlikely event of an invasion of northern Australia, NORFORCE and the other RFSUs would operate in a "stay-behind" capacity. Sixty percent of NORFORCE 
personnel are Aboriginal soldiers, drawn mainly from the area they patrol to draw on local knowledge. This has resulted in great trust for the regiment among 

Aboriginal communities. 

Patrols can be inserted and extracted from the area of operations by small boat, airlifted by helicopter or light aircraft, drive in using a range of vehicles, or on foot. 
Due to their operational role the RFSUs have a high priority for allocation of equipment. Unlike the SASR or Commandos, RFSUs are not tasked with raiding and 
as such only defensive weaponry is carried. Equipment includes F-88 Steyr rifles, F-89 Minimi light support weapons, MAG 58 machine-guns, grenades, M18-A1 
Claymore anti-personnel mines, Raven radios, specialised binoculars and telescopes, night vision equipment, cameras and advanced GPS satellite navigation 
systems. Vehicles include a variant of the Land Rover Perentie known the Regional Forces Surveillance Vehicle (RFSV), motorcycles, Zodiac inflatable boats, 

and aluminium boats. In the future the RFSVs will be replaced by Mercedes-Benz G-Wagon 6×6 Surveillance Reconnaissance Vehicles (SRV). 

NORFORCE has the distinction of being granted the Freedom of Entry to a city or town on eight occasions, the most of any unit, ship or establishment in 
the Australian Defence Force. Freedoms of Entry have been granted for Darwin in 1982, Derby in 1983, Alice Springs in 1984, Katherine in 1986, Wyndham in 
1986, Broome in 1987, Kununurra in 1990 and Tennant Creek in 1994.  In 2006, the regiment celebrated its 25th birthday by being presented with its first stand 
of colours. All three RFSUs contribute patrols to Operation Resolute, the Australian Defence Force's contribution to patrolling Australia's Exclusive Economic 

Zone and coastline. On 1 March 2010, NORFORCE became part of the re-raised 6th Brigade. 

NORFORCE Area of Operation  
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Born and bred in Canberra, the Commanding Officer of the Royal Australian Navy frigate HMAS Anzac, Commander Belinda Wood, has spent her Navy career 
moving between sea postings and key staff positions in Canberra, where she lives with her spouse Kristy.   
“Having been involved in both the strategic and operational aspects of the Navy, I have realised that there are many different skills and options provided by the 
diverse group of people we have.  

 
“The job of all members of the Australian Defence Force is to protect Australians and Australian interests, at the direction of the Government.  
“For the members of the Navy, this means serving at sea and working ashore where we receive direction from and provide advice to Government.  
“In my career to date I have been fortunate to be able to undertake roles with increasing responsibility in both areas,” Commander Wood said. 

Commander Wood joined the Navy as a Midshipman in 1992, undertaking initial officer training at 
the Australian Defence Force Academy in Canberra, and at the Royal Australian Naval College at 
HMAS Creswell in Jervis Bay, including brief postings to the ships HMAS Jervis Bay andTobruk.  
Whilst undertaking Maritime Warfare training at HMAS Watson, Commander Wood undertook 
aspects of her training on several of the Navy’s major vessels, including ships Swan and Kanimbla, 
as well as an exchange posting in USS Germantown. “Working with the US Navy so early in my 
sea time gave me an appreciation for the importance of developing and maintaining a close work-
ing relationship with our allies. “Much like people, individual ships have their individual capabilities, 
but these capabilities are multiplied when ship’s work together in task forces. The effect is even 
greater when we can develop interoperability with our Allies,” Commander Wood said.  
Commander Wood’s sea time has included the Fremantle class patrol boat 
HMShips Townsville andIpswich, which she commanded during a busy period of border protection 
duties. Commander Wood has also served in the guided missile frigates HMS 
Ships Newcastle and Adelaide and the helicopter frigates Anzac, the ship she now commands, and 
HMAS Stuart, in which she served as Executive Officer.  
“During my time in frigates I have participated in a wide range of operations, including a Southern Ocean patrol of Australia’s Antarctic Region, peacekeeping 
operations in East Timor, and several Middle East deployments.  “This included the naval gunfire support provided by Anzac to the Royal Marines during the 
conflict in Iraq in 2003.  “The Navy’s fleet of frigates are a key component of our high end warfighting capability, and this capability is something that must be 
continuously honed in order to be effective,” Commander Wood said.  

Ashore, Commander Wood has had several staff postings in Canberra, including a two 
year term as Staff Officer to the Chief of Navy, and as the Project Manager for the Fu-
ture Frigate program that will ultimately culminate in the next generation of frigates to 
replace the current Anzac class fleet.  “Ultimately capability is our highest priority.  
“Each member of the Navy, regardless of gender or cultural background, is employed, 
posted and promoted based on the capability they bring to the table,” Commander Wood 
said.  “Navy’s mission is to ‘fight and win at sea’, a mission we can only achieve if we 
can bring out the best from every individual, every department, every ship and all the 
support  

 

provided by the various members serving ashore.  It also relies heavily upon the support 
we get from our families so that during our time away from the ship we can recharge our 
batteries and be ready for the next  tasking.”  

Commander Belinda Wood assumed command of Anzac on 10 December 2014.  
HMAS Anzac will deploy on NORTHERN TRIDENT 2015 during which it will participate in commemorations on Gallipoli in April, followed by a series of important 
international engagements. 

New Frigate Commander for HMAS Anzac 

Commander Belinda Wood 

HMAS Anzac 

Darwin Remembered 40 Years Ago Christmas Day 1974 

It has been 40 years since tropical cyclone, Cyclone Tracy, hit Australia 
on Christmas Eve and Christmas morning.  Arrow was driven ashore 
and sank at Stokes Hill Wharf in Darwin with the sad loss of two sailors, 
Petty Officer Leslie Catton, and Able Seaman Ian Rennie, during Cyclone 

Tracy on 25 December 1974 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Darwin,_Northern_Territory
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyclone_Tracy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyclone_Tracy


 

 

 

The Malayan Emergency was declared on 18 June 1948, after three estate managers were murdered in Perak, northern Malaya. The men were murdered by guer-
rillas of the Malayan Communist Party (MCP), an outgrowth of the anti-Japanese guerrilla movement which had emerged during the Second World War. Despite 
never having had more than a few thousand members, the MCP was able to draw on the support of many disaffected Malayan Chinese, who were upset that Brit-
ish promises of an easier path to full Malayan citizenship had not been fulfilled. The harsh post-war economic and social conditions also contributed to the rise of 

anti-government activity. 

The Malayan government was slow to react to the MCP at first and did not appoint a director of operations to counter the insurgency until March 1950. The new 
director planned to address the underlying economic, social, and political problems facing the Chinese community while, at the same time, bringing government 
control to the fringe areas where the MCP received much of its support. Before this plan was fully implemented, however, the situation deteriorated further with the 

assassination of the British High Commissioner in October 1951. The 
attack galvanised British resolve to meet the threat posed by the MCP; the 
Malayan government, in turn, stepped up counter-insurgency measures. 
Prolonged operations were undertaken against the communists in an effort 
to destroy their base of support in local communities and to drive them into 
the jungle, where it would be difficult for them to receive supplies from 

supporters. 

Australia's involvement in the Emergency began in 1950 with the arrival of 
RAAF aircraft and personnel in Singapore. Dakotas from 38 Squadron 
were deployed on cargo runs, troop movements, and paratroop and leaflet 
drops in Malaya, while six Lincoln bombers of 1 Squadron provided the 
backbone of aerial operations. As the capacity of army and police units 
operating against the communists improved, however, the need for air 
power decreased, and by 1952 Lincolns were increasingly used as part of 
combined air-ground assaults against the communists. One of the major 
military successes of the conflict was one such coordinated operation in 
July 1954, east of Ipoh, in Perak state. In Operation Termite, as the exer-
cise was known, five RAAF Lincolns and six from a RAF squadron made 
simultaneous attacks on two communist camps, followed by paratroop 

drops, a ground attack, and further bombing runs ten days later. The operation 

destroyed 181 camps and killed 13 communists; one communist surrendered. 

2RAR left Malaya in October 1957 and was replaced by 3RAR in the same month. After six weeks of training in jungle warfare 3RAR began driving the insurgents 
into the jungle in Perak and Kedah, separating them from food and other supplies. Early successes for the battalion confirmed the growing ascendancy of the 
security forces over the communists and by April 1959 one of the main communist centres, Perak, was declared secure. By late 1959 operations against the com-
munists were in their final phase and many communists had crossed Malaya's northern border into Thailand. 3RAR left Malaya in October 1959 to be replaced by 
1RAR. Although operating in the border region 1RAR made no contact with the enemy and was forbidden to move into Thailand, even when the presence and 

location of communists was known. 

As the threat continued to dissipate, the Malayan government officially de-
clared the Emergency over on 31 July 1960, though 1RAR remained in Ma-
laya until October the following year, when 2RAR returned for a second tour. 
In August 1962 the battalion was committed to anti-communist operations in 

Perlis and Kedah, completing its tour in August 1963. 

In addition to air and infantry forces, Australia also provided artillery and 
engineering support, and an airfield construction squadron built the main 

runway for the air force base at Butterworth.  

By October 1955, when the 2nd Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment 
(2RAR), arrived in Penang, the outcome of the Emergency was no longer in 
doubt, although a lengthy "mopping up" stage followed, largely undertaken 
by Australian troops. After several false starts 2RAR crossed to the mainland 
in January 1956 to begin anti-communist operations. Over the next 20 
months, as part of 28 Commonwealth Brigade, 2RAR participated in a variety 
of operations, mainly in Perak, one of the main areas of communist activity. 
Their work consisted of extensive patrolling, watching for contacts in the 
rubber plantations, and mounting a perimeter guard on the New Villages, 
settlements which the government had established to provide infrastructure 
and services in outlying areas in the hope of denying the guerrillas access to their support 

base. Contacts were rare, however, and the battalion had a mixed record, killing two communists in an ambush on 25 June 1956 but losing three of its own troops. 

RAN ships also served in Malayan waters had occasion to fire on suspected communist positions in 1956 and 1957. Australian ground forces in Malaya formed 
part of Australia's contribution to the Far East Strategic Reserve, which was set up in April 1955 primarily to deter external communist aggression against countries 

in south-east Asia, especially Malaya and Singapore. 

Thirty-nine Australian servicemen were killed in Malaya, although only 15 of these deaths occurred as a result of operations, and 27 were wounded, most of whom 

were in the army. 

 

Lincoln Bomber A73-33 of No 1 Squadron, RAAF, on a  

bombing mission over the Malayan jungle  

Royal Australian Regiment beginning a jungle patrol 

Australian Forces in the Malaya Emergency 1948—1960 



 

Shrine Of Remembrance Events  - End February through to Early June 2015 

 

Stretcher-Bearers: Saving Australians From Gallipoli To Kokoda 

Wednesday 25 February, 6:00pm 

Australian soldiers praised stretcher-bearers on every battlefield of both world wars. From the landing at Gallipoli to the last campaigns of 1945, in desert, jungle, 

mountains and mud, Australian stretcher-bearers routinely risked their lives to save others. To win that praise, all bearers paid a high price. Their job was intensely 

dangerous and no category of Australian soldiers saw more of war’s suffering. In this talk Dr Mark Johnston, author of a new book on stretcher-bearers, explores 

their life-saving work. 

Mildura Regional Lecture: The Great War in Victorian private life 

Tuesday 3 March, 6:00pm 

 Join Dr Bart Ziino as he examines the private experience of the Great War in Victoria, drawing on personal letters and diaries to tell a story of the war as an individ-

ual, familial, and communal trial. Through an examination of anxieties over loved ones at the front, and tensions over who was bearing the greater burden. This talk 

offers new ways of understanding the costs of the war, the capacities of Victorians to meet and endure its demands, and its increasingly corrosive social effects 

within their communities. 

Film Screening: Beneath Hill 60 (2 sessions) 

Thursday 12 March, 12:30pm 

Beneath Hill 60 is an Australian war movie set underneath the trenches of World War I. This never-before told Australian story is set in 1916 - where Queensland 

miner Oliver Woodward, under-trained and having never faced hostile fire before, finds himself on the Western Front, the bloodiest battlefield in history. Join us for 

this special screening of a fully Australian production directed by Jeremy Sims. 

Sessions times: 12.30pm and 5.30pm for a 6.00pm start 

Shrine Tour 

Sunday 22 March, 2:00pm 

Join the Shrine’s Director of Exhibitions, Jean McAuslan, and her team for a curator’s talk and tour of the new Galleries of Remembrance. Over 800 objects, photo-

graphs, uniforms and works of art are displayed in permanent and temporary exhibition spaces. The exhibitions illustrate the experiences of Australians at war and 

in peacekeeping operations, from Pre-Federation to the present day, with a particular focus on individual and unit stories of Victorian service and sacrifice. Limited 

spaces available. 

Friends Tour: National Vietnam Veteran's Museum 

Thursday 26 March, 8:15am 

Friends of the Shrine will travel to Phillip Island where they will enjoy morning tea upon arrival at the Vietnam Veterans Museum before taking a guided tour of the 

facilities. Light lunch will be included. Displays include tanks, a howitzer gun, vehicles and over 5,000 artefacts including memorabilia, photographs, scale models 

and dioramas. 

Transport to and from the Shrine, morning tea and lunch along with all entry fees included. 

Victoria's Journey of Remembrance (2 Sessions) 

Sunday 12 April, 12:00pm 

 August 2014 marked one hundred years since the commencement of the First World War (WWI). As part of the Victorian Government’s Anzac Centenary program 

(2014-2018) a free community roadshow – Victoria’s Journey of Remembrance - has been touring the state. This program encourages and supports Victorians 

across the state to learn more about their WWI history, to research their own personal connections, and to work within their local communities to commemorate the 

Anzac Centenary. Please join us at the Shrine of Remembrance for one of these special events. 

Gallipoli 

Thursday 16 April, 6:00pm 

 Now approaching it’s centenary, the Gallipoli campaign, commemorated each year on Anzac Day, reverberates with importance as a symbol of what it truly means 

to be Australian. However, the facts of the battle – which was minor against the scale of the First World War and cost less than a sixth of the Australian deaths on 

the Western Front – are often forgotten or obscured. Peter FitzSimons, with his trademark vibrancy and expert melding of writing and research, recreates the disas-

ter as experienced by those who endured it or perished in the attempt. 

ANZACs on the Wall 

Sunday 19 April, 2:30pm 

Once again the Shrine welcomes, Jim Brown and Vince Brophy to perform on the Lone Pine Guitar. Singers, songwriters and entertainers, Jim and Vince present 

to us ANZAC On The Wall. Their performance includes songs, poems and stories about our ANZACs. The song The Anzac On The Wall is the story of Danny 

Clancy who, like so many young Australians, set off to fight in the First World War. Join us for this special performance in the lead up to Anzac Day. 

 Anzac Day Film Screening: Gallipoli From Above (3 sessions) 

Saturday 25 April, 9:00am 

Gallipoli From Above follows the Australian officers who planned the landing at Anzac Cove and the aircrew whose flimsy flying machines brought back the much 

needed information on which those plans were based. This one-hour documentary overturns many of the myths about the Gallipoli landing: that the Australians 

landed at dawn, on the wrong beach, with little knowledge of the Turkish defences and they were led by incompetent British officers. In fact nothing could be further 

from the truth. Director, Wain Fimeri, will join us and introduce the film. 

3 sessions: 9.00am, 11.00am and 2.00pm 

tBearing WitnessThursday 30 April, 12:30pm 

Charles Bean was Australia's greatest and most famous war correspondent. He is the man who told Australia about the horrors of Gallipoli and the Western Front, 

created the Anzac legend and was central to the creation of the Australian War Memorial. Yet we know so little about the real man. Peter Rees gives us insight into 

a key figure who helped shape the emerging Australian identity.  

Garden and Memorial Cairn. 

http://www.shrine.org.au/Visit-the-Shrine/Talks-and-Events


 

Shrine Of Remembrance Events  continued 

The Second Battle of Krithia: 100 Years On 

Friday 8 May, 2:00pm 

To commemorate the 100th anniversary of the Second Battle of Krithia, Christopher Wray will speak on the events of the fateful afternoon of 8 May, 1915. The 2nd 

(Victorian) Brigade commanded by Sir James McCay took part in the final attempt to reach and break through the Turkish lines at the village of Krithia, 4 miles 

north of Capes Helles. Christopher, author of Sir James Whiteside McCay: A Turbulent Life, will discuss the devastating battle where McCay’s brigade lost nearly a 

third of its strength. 

 Friends Event: Gallipoli Screening 

Thursday 14 May, 6:00pm 

A special Shrine screening of the classic motion picture Gallipoli directed by Peter Weir. This compelling story of friendship and adventure between two Australian 

soldiers in 1915 stars Mel Gibson and Mark Lee. The echoes of history blend with the friends compelling destiny as they become part of a legendary First World 

War confrontation between Australia and the German allied Turks. Bookings essential. 

Gallipoli VCs 

Tuesday 19 May, 12:30pm 

Gallipoli, most well-known for the landing on Anzac day, was also a place where our ANZACs distinguished themselves. 10 Victoria Crosses alone were awarded 

to the Australian and New Zealanders in the 8 months that the ANZACs were on the peninsula. Dr Lawriwsky, author of Hard Jacka and Return of the Gallipoli 

Legend: Jacka VC, joins us to discuss the Gallipoli VCs on 100th anniversary. The 19th of May was the day that first VC was awarded to Albert Jacka VC. 

Lilydale Regional Lecture: Albert Jacka VC 

Wednesday 3 June, 12:30pm 

At Courtney’s Post on the Turkish Gallipoli Peninsula in May 1915 Albert Jacka was awarded the Victoria Cross for bravery. He was Australia’s first recipient of the 

The WW1 Centenary Exhibition From The Imperial War Museum In The UK – Touring The World From 2015 

Opens In Melbourne 18th April 2015 

The WW1 Centenary Exhibition, coming only to Melbourne Museum, opens in April 2015 to commemorate the Centenary of the First World War. This is the most 

historical and significant exhibition from IWM (Imperial War Museums) to ever leave Great Britain and visit our shores! 

Told through over 350 precious artifacts large to small in scale with masses of digital technology, The WW1 Centenary Exhibition will enable visitors to encounter 

the story of the War as never before. This multi-sensory, collections-rich journey will bring visitors face-to-face with objects and stories that illuminate the experi-

ence and personal stories of war, and show how it was fought on such an enormous, industrial and worldwide scale. 

This world-first new exhibition will take visitors on a journey of how the war was fought on land, in the air, and at sea, focusing on what it was like for people at the 

time, and its long lasting legacy. With original and rare artifacts, dramatic film, famous artworks, poignant images and atmospheric soundscapes including an im-

mersive trench like experience.  

Our Convener Rob Ellis has requested interest from the Military History Group for an organised visit to this exhibition  

WHAT THE CANBERRA MEMORIAL IS DOING FOR THE CENTENARY 

The Australian War Memorial in Canberra will be commemorating the centenary of the First World War through a major redevelopment of its First World War galler-

ies and a variety of new public programs and events. The Memorial's new First World War exhibition, Australia in the Great War opened in the redeveloped  

galleries on 1 December 2014. 

Australia in the Great War is the Memorial’s new permanent exhibition on display in the First World War Galleries from 1 December 2014. 

The exhibition presents the story of Australia in the First World War chronologically, covering all major theatres of operations: Gallipoli; the Western Front; Sinai and 

Palestine; and the war at sea. The events taking place on the home front and the immediate and enduring legacy of the war are also included. 

The Memorial holds one of the world’s great collections of material related to the First World War. The First World War Galleries integrate a wide variety of items 
from this collection, including dioramas and other works of art; uniforms; medals; technology such as artillery and firearms; photographs; film; and personal items 

such as letters and diaries. 

Since the opening of the Memorial in 1941 the First World War Galleries have undergone several major alterations and many smaller updates. The new state-of-the

-art galleries now occupy the entire west wing of the Memorial’s ground level. 



 

WW11 Cartoon - Bluey and Curley 
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Our Secret War: Defending Malaysia Against Indonesian Confrontation, 1964-66 

“Claret” was the code name given to operations conducted from about July 1964 until July 1966 from East Malaysia (Sarawak and Sabah) across the border in 
Indonesian Kalimantan during the Indonesian-Malaysian Confrontation. They were instigated by the Director of Borneo Operations (DOBOPS) Major G Walter 

Walker with the agreement of the British and Malaysian governments. Their purpose was to seize the initiative and put the Indonesians on the defensive instead 
of allowing Indonesian forces to be safely based in Kalimantan and attack when and where they chose. However, it was important not to cause the Indonesians 
to lose face and possibly escalate the conflict, or to enable Indonesia to present evidence of 'imperialist aggression' so Claret operations were highly classified 
and never publicised, although it seems that some British journalists were aware of what transpired. British casualties on Claret operations were publicly re-
ported as being in East Malaysia. These operations involved both special forces and infantry. Special forces were mostly reconnaissance patrols crossing the 
border from the Malaysian state of Sarawak or Sabah into Indonesian Kalimantan in order to find and monitor Indonesian forces who might attack Sarawak or 
Sabah. Conventional forces were tasked to act on this information and that from other sources to ambush or otherwise attack the Indonesians under a policy of 
'aggressive defence'.[3] Such operations were to be 'deniable' as they may have represented a violation of state sovereignty, however they were justified at the 
time as an instance of hot pursuit. Operation Claret was largely successful in gaining the initiative for the British Commonwealth forces, inflicting significant 

casualties on the Indonesians and keeping them on the defensive, before being suspended late in the war. 

A Royal Australian Regiment  “Claret” patrol in Borneo and a British Westland Whirlwind helicopter  in 1966. Members of the 2nd Australian 
SAS Squadron are preparing to leave the helicopter and begin an operation. The nature – and even the existence – of the ‘Claret’ operations 

against the Indonesians carried out by the SAS and other Commonwealth soldiers in Borneo remained undisclosed until the 1970s.  

Amazing Growth - Military History Library Report by Mike Lewino 

The decision, taken less than a year ago, to create a military history reference library for the advanced education of course members has exceeded even the 
most optimistic expectations.  As we commence the new year our library is threatening to burst the room in which it is kept.  We now have amassed 183 books, 
130 magazines and 58 DVDs. They provide a wealth of information covering warfare through the ages up to modern times. If you are looking to improve your 
knowledge of virtually any field of conflict in history, then our growing reference library is almost certainly able to help. Many thanks to the generous donors.  

Your gifts are greatly appreciated. 
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