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Call for 2017 Contributors 

Military History Group Members are invit-
ed to consider presentations you might 
like to give or hear next year. Please also 
let the Convenor, Rob Ellis or Committee 
Members  know of guest speakers who 
could be invited to share military experi-
ences which would be of interest to our 

Members.  

U3A equipment can be organised and 
assistance in the preparation of presenta-

tions can be given if required. 

Note from the Editor re WW1 Commemorations: The Military History Group Committee may elect to try and 
produce one WW1 commemoration presentation per month at U3A  so as not to overshadow other subjects 
which the Committee trust will be of interest.  Shrine of Remembrance and other WW1 external events will be 
reported on one or two pages of each Newsletter edition. One page of this Newsletter will report a “Timeline” 
related to  WW1 Centaury events  for the   corresponding Newsletter period.eg each quarter of the year, though 
this single edition will report November 1916 to the end of March 1917. The next edition will be June to Sep-

tember, September to November and so on. In each period a selected major event (s) will be reported here. 

The Zimmermann Telegram—100 Years Ago in January 

January in 1917, the text of the so-called Zimmermann Telegram, a message from the German foreign secre-
tary, Arthur Zimmermann, to the German ambassador to Mexico proposing a Mexican-German alliance in the 
case of war between the United States and Germany, is published on the front pages of newspapers across 

America. 

In the telegram, intercepted and deciphered by British intelligence in January 1917, Zimmermann instructed the 
ambassador, Count Johann von Bernstorff, to offer significant financial aid to Mexico if it agreed to enter any 
future U.S-German conflict as a German ally. If victorious in the conflict, Germany also promised to restore to 

Mexico the lost territories of Texas, New Mexico and Arizona. 

U.S. President Woodrow Wilson learned of the telegram’s contents on February 26; the next day he proposed 
to Congress that the U.S. should start arming its ships against possible German attacks. He also authorized the 
State Department to make public the Zimmermann Telegram. On March 1, the news broke. Germany had al-
ready aroused Wilson’s ire—and that of the American public—with its policy of unrestricted submarine warfare 
and its continued attacks against American ships. Some of those in the United States who still held out for 
neutrality at first claimed the telegram was a fake. This notion was dispelled two days later, when Zimmermann 

himself confirmed its authenticity. 

Public opinion in the United States now swung firmly toward American entrance into World War I. On April 2, 
Wilson went before Congress to deliver a message of war. The United States formally entered the conflict four 

days later. 

 

Mexican territory in 1916 (dark 
green), territory promised to 
Mexico in the Zimmermann tele-
gram (light green), the pre-1836 
original Mexican territory (red 

line)  

Zimmermann Telegram - Decoded   

27 Oct 
16 

Tony 
Tossel 

"The Rise and Fall of 
the Byzantine Em-
pire:  332 - 1453 CE "  

3 Nov 
16 

Aldo 
Pitre 

Women through the 
ages who have 
shaped Military His-
tory 

10 Nov 
16 

Mel 
Green 

SAS Ops in North 
West Europe 1944-
45   

17 Nov 
16 

Greg 
Piper 

Pearl Harbour 1941 -  
Perspectives 

24 Nov 
16 

Mike 
Lewino 

Battle of Britain 

1 Dec 
16 

Rob 
Ellis 

Operation Olympia - 
1945 plan for inva-
sion of Japan 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mexico
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Our Centenary - World War 1 Timeline  - November 1916 to March  1917 

 
December 6, 1916 - Bucharest, capital of Romania, falls to the Austro-Germans. This effectively ends Romanian resistance to the Austro-German invasion and 

places the country's entire agricultural and industrial resources, including the Ploesti oil fields, in German hands. 

December 7, 1916 - LLoyd George becomes Britain's new Prime Minister. His new War Cabinet immediately begins to organize the country for "total war." 

December 12, 1916 - Joseph Joffre resigns under pressure from his position as Commander-in-Chief of the French Army, replaced by General Robert Nivelle. 

December 15, 1916 - The last offensive in the Battle of Verdun begins as the French push the Germans out of Louvemont and Bezonvaux on the east bank of 
the Meuse River. Combined with other ground losses, the German withdrawal ends the immediate threat to Verdun and both sides now focus their efforts on 
battles elsewhere along the Western Front. Overall, the French and Germans suffered nearly a million casualties combined during the ten month battle in which 

the Germans failed to capture the city of Verdun. 

December 18, 1916 - President Woodrow Wilson caps off a year-long effort to organize a peace conference in Europe by asking the combatants to outline 

their peace terms. 

January 19, 1917 - The British intercept a  telegram sent by Alfred Zimmermann in the German Foreign Office to the German embassies in Washington, D.C., 
and Mexico City. Its message outlines plans for an alliance between Germany and Mexico against the United States. According to the scheme, Germany would 
provide tactical support while Mexico would benefit by expanding into the American Southwest, retrieving territories that had once been part of Mexico. The 
Zimmermann telegram is passed along by the British to the Americans and is then made public, causing an outcry from interventionists in the U.S., such as 

former president Teddy Roosevelt, who favor American military involvement in the war. 

February 1, 1917 - The Germans resume unrestricted submarine warfare around the British Isles with the goal of knocking Britain out of the war by cutting off 

all imports to starve the British people into submission. 

February 3, 1917 - The United States severs diplomatic ties with Germany after a U-Boat sinks the American grain ship Housatonic. Seven more American 

ships are sunk in February and March as the Germans sink 500 ships in just sixty days. 

February 25, 1917 - In the Middle East, newly reinforced and replenished British troops retake Kut al-Amara in Mesopotamia from outnumbered Turks. The 

British then continue their advance and capture Baghdad, followed by Ramadi and Tikrit. 
March 8, 1917 - A mass protest by Russian civilians in Petrograd (St. Petersburg) erupts into a revolution against Czar Nicholas II and the war. Within days, 

Russian soldiers mutiny and join the revolution. 

March 15, 1917 - The 300-year-old Romanov dynasty in Russia ends upon the abdication of Czar Nicholas II. In his place, a new democratically minded Provi-
sional Government is established. Great Britain, France, the United States, and Italy rush to recognize the new government in the hope Russia will stay in the 

war and maintain its huge presence on the Eastern Front. 

March 15, 1917 - Germans along the central portion of the Western Front in France begin a strategic withdrawal to the new Siegfried Line (called the Hinden-
burg Line by the Allies) which shortens the overall Front by 25 miles by eliminating an unneeded bulge. During the three-week long withdrawal, the Germans 

conduct a scorched earth policy, destroying everything of value. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

French soldiers in a desolate landscape of unending death and sacrifice that had become a world unto itself. Right: Germans at Berry au Bac, 
north of Reims--participants in trench warfare with no end in sight. Many soldiers along the Western Front experienced "shell shock" a generic 

term coined by the British for psychoneurotic disorders including depression, hysteria, severe anxiety, physical or mental paralysis,. 
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Clearance Diving Branch (RAN) 

The RAN has used divers on a regular basis since the 1920s, but it was not until World War II that clearance diving operations came to the fore, with RAN divers 
working alongside Royal Navy divers to remove naval mines from British waters, and from the waters of captured ports on the European mainland. RAN divers 
were also used in performing duties including reconnaissance of amphibious landing sites. The skills learned in the European theatre were brought back to Aus-
tralia, and utilised in the war against Japan. After the war, RAN divers were used during the clean up of Australian and Papua New Guinea waters of defensive 

mines. 

The utility of clearance and commando divers demonstrated during and after World War II prompted the Australian Commonwealth Naval Board to establish a 
clearance diving branch within the RAN in 1951. Divers were initially attached to the Underwater Research and Development Unit, based at HMAS Rushcutter. In 
1956, they were organised into a separate Mobile Clearance Diving Team. In March 1966, the divers underwent further reorganisation, splitting into two Clearance 
Diving Teams. Clearance Diving Team 1 (CDT 1) was the operational team assigned to mine clearance and reconnaissance operations throughout the Australia 

Station, while Clearance Diving Team 2 (CDT 2) was dedicated to mine warfare in the Sydney area, but was not cleared for operations outside this area. 

In late 1966, Clearance Diving Team 3 (CDT 3) was established specifically for deployment to the Vietnam War to assist the overworked United States Na-
vy Explosive Ordnance Disposal units, and to give RAN personnel in clearance diving work in an operational environment. Sending CDT 1 or CDT 2, in full or in 
part, would have impacted on the teams' existing commitments, along with the continuity of training and postings. CDT 3 was formed from available personnel; 
this was sufficient to keep a six-man team on station in Vietnam from early 1967 until early 1971, with six-month deployments. CDT 3 was disbanded at the end of 

the Vietnam War, but the designation is reactivated for overseas wartime deployments, including in 1991 for the Gulf War, and again in 2003 for the Iraq War. 

The Clearance Diving Branch force elements are: 

1. Maritime Tactical Operations (MTO): 

Clandestine beach reconnaissance (including back of beach operations up to 2 km inland) 

 Clandestine hydrographic survey of seabed prior to an amphibious assault 

 Clandestine clearance or demolition of sea mines and/or obstacles 

 Clandestine placing of demolitions charges for the purpose of diversion or demonstration (ship/wharf attacks) 

 Clandestine document collection 

2. Mine Counter Measures (MCM): 

 Location and disposal of sea mines in shallow waters 

 Rendering safe and recovering enemy mines 

 The search for and disposal of ordnance below the high water mark 

 Clearance of surface ordnance in port or on naval facilities 

 Search for, rendering safe or disposal of all ordnance in RAN ships and facilities 

3. Underwater Battle Damage Repair: 

 Surface supplied breathing apparatus diving 

 Use of underwater tools including welders, explosive nailguns and pneumatic drills and chainsaws 

4. Task Group Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD)  

5. Maritime counter terrorism-explosive ordnance disposal (MCT-EOD): 

Provide explosive ordnance (EOD) and improvised explosive device disposal (IEDD) mobility support to Australian Defence Force units. 

Conduct EOD and IEDD at a rapid speed to maintain the momentum of a direct assault mission 

Since January 2002, Clearance Divers have provided the maritime counter terrorism element of Tactical Assault Group-East (TAG-E), attached to the Australian 
Army 2nd Commando Regiment, which became operational on 22 July 2002 to respond to terrorist incidents in the Eastern States of Australia. Clearance Divers 
need to successfully pass the Army Special Forces Screen Test and then successfully complete specific elements of Commando Reinforcement Training before 

serving in either the water platoon as an assaulter or in the water sniper team in the sniper platoon. 

 

Inspecting clandestine naval mines in the 

Persian Gulf, 2003.  

Left; Clearance Diver performs an 
underwater search with a handheld 
sonar during Exercise RIMPAC 2012 in 

Pearl Harbour. 

Right; Clearance Divers prepare to 
enter the water during a Very Shallow 
Water (VSW) scenario during Exercise 

Tricrab 2016 in Guam  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clearance_diving
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Navy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naval_mine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amphibious_landing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_Commonwealth_Naval_Board
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMAS_Rushcutter_(naval_base)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia_Station
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia_Station
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vietnam_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Explosive_Ordnance_Disposal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gulf_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iraq_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tactical_assault_group
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2nd_Commando_Regiment_(Australia)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_states_of_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clearance_Diving_Branch_(RAN)#cite_note-cdo-17
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This tank was a development of the Matilda I Infantry Tank whose main armament consisted of no more than either a .303 or a .50 Vickers mg. Such was the 
thinking behind pre World War II tank development in many Countries (including Britain) that it was considered that the fitting of larger calibre weapons was 

not warranted. 

The Matilda Mark II arose out of a need to provide a better armoured and armed vehicle, which could act in the role of an infantry support tank. 

For its time, the Matilda II was a heavily armoured vehicle and it was particularly successful in the early years of WW II at Arras, France 1940 and in the 

Western Desert during 1940-1941. 

Unfortunately, its performance was hindered by its small calibre gun and relatively slow cross country performance.  Despite its shortcomings, it was more 
than capable of being used aggressively. This was especially demonstrated in the Western Desert where it was virtually immune against anti-tank and tank 
guns of the day. In its early conflicts in the Western Desert, its value as a shock assault weapon was significant and it soon earned the title "Queen of the 
Battlefield". Unfortunately, it was soon outclassed by better enemy tanks and the German's 88mm gun. However, it found a renewed operational life in the 

Pacific. 

Although the design ideas were sound for their time, the Matilda could not be up-gunned as the turret 
ring was too small to accept a larger tank gun. However, it was found that a low velocity 3 in. howitzer 
could be fitted as a substitute for the tank gun. Such a weapon proved invaluable when operating 

against infantry, light skinned vehicles, bunkers and other fortifications. 

Mechanically, the Matilda possessed a hydraulic, power operated turret. Its twin engines were linked through 
an epicyclic gearbox, which in turn drove a pair of rear sprockets. The suspension consisted of sets of bogies 

which were linked together and worked against horizontal compression springs. 

The Matilda filled an urgent need for a tank to operate in New Guinea. Approximately 140 tanks were 
provided by Britain in early 1942, and these vehicles subsequently proved suitable for jungle opera-

tions. 

In 1943, flamethrower and bulldozer versions were produced, they were used in Borneo by 2/1 Armoured Brigade Reconnaissance Squadron. 

Many of the tanks were fitted with a variety of battle-field modifications, including wire mesh over the engine covers, spare track links on the hull and/or 
pierced steel planking (PSP) which was normally used in the construction of aircraft runways. It was also a common practice to festoon the exterior of vehi-

cles with additional stores and personal items of equipment. 

An example of the strength of the tank was shown in an action at Pabu Hill near Sattleberg. On this occasion, a tank assisting the infantry was engaged and 
disabled at a range of less than 50 metres, by a Japanese 37 mm gun. Later a 75 mm gun, anti-tank mines and grenades were used against the tank. Alt-
hough it was hit more than 50 times, the crew continued to fight the vehicle until its ammunition had been expended. They then managed to escape from the 

vehicle and return to it the following day. It was subsequently repaired and put back into action one day later. 

During the South Western Pacific Campaign, the Matilda served with distinction as part of the 1st Army Tank Battalion (The Royal New South Wales Lancers) and 
1st Armoured Regiment (The Royal New South Wales Lancers). With their war service completed, Matilda's were relegated to a training role and were in service 
with the 1st RNSWL until 1955, when they were finally retired. 

The vehicle soon to be on display at the The Royal New South Wales Lancers Museum in Parramatta NSW is fitted with a 3 in. howitzer in place of the 2 
pounder gun. The turret was officially dedicated as a War Memorial on the Sunday nearest to Cambrai Day in November 1969 with Anglican, Catholic, and 
OPD Clergy officiating. Prior to the service the Regiment had a march through Parramatta. As a Memorial it cannot be supplanted or destroyed and must be 
kept for its original purpose. The bronze plaque notes that it was a gift of the NSW Branch of the Royal Australian Armoured Corps Association. 

Originally, the turret was obtained from the Australian Government for the purpose of establishing it as a memorial in the park at the junction of Parramatta 
Road and Station Street in Ashfield. The choice of location was because Ashfield was the home of the 2nd Armoured Car Regiment, 2nd AIF later it became 
2nd Army Tank Battalion AIF. A deed was drawn up and signed. by both the Association and Ashfield Council and the RAAC Association began to collect 
funds to build the plinth on which the tank would be placed. Funds were very slow in coming in and the delay gave local residents the opportunity to organise 
objections to it, finally in desperation the RAAC Association offered the tank to the Regiment specifically as a memorial. Prior to all this the tank had been on 
Green Hills Firing Range (near Liverpool NSW) as an intended target when it arrived at the Barracks (and for years) it had a large target marker painted on 
each side of the hull - which mystified a lot of people. 

In 1998 one of our Museum members, Phil Hastings, who owns a Centurion tank told Dave of a Matilda that was at Moss Vale. He had known about it for 
twenty years and was going to restore it himself; but the Centurion was taking up too much time. A group lead by Dave drove up to have a look at the tilly to 
see what spare parts they could buy. 

They found the hull was complete with engines. It was covered with moss, full of water and leaves. It was surrounded by trees and had not moved for over 
forty years. After draining out the water and cleaning foliage off the hull Dave looked for a number or name. After much work, he found the number "T29923" 
and the some other faded letters. 

A few months later, Dave spoke to Les Betts about the old tank and mentioned the number. Les was dumbfounded. It was the same number as his old tilly 
"Ace" that he trained in at Greta and crewed in action overseas. Les thought "Ace" had been dumped in the sea like so many of our tanks after hostilities 
ceased. Further visits to Moss Vale confirmed there was an ace of spades on the hull. Since this is the only vehicle we have ever found that served with the  

Regiment in action, the Museum Committee has decided to restore it to its former glory.  

The 70-year-old Matilda Tank Liberated by the Military Men's Shed 

For a few days a week, putting Ace back together has been like a military men's shed. Aged from their mid 60s to early 70s, the men 

crawl over the greasy carcass despite bad knees and hearts, only stopping for doctors'  appointments! 
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Second South African Anglo-Boer War, commonly known as the Boer War. Period 1899 – 1902 Background to the conflict Australia was not a nation when the 

Boer War broke out.  

What are now the six states of Australia were colonies of Britain. Each colony sent troops (a total of over 16000) to fight as part of the British forces in South Africa. 
The war involved a British Army (with colonial troops included) fighting the South African farmers of Dutch origin, called Boers. The war started over the supposed 
poor treatment of British settlers in the Boer controlled republics of South Africa (Transvaal and Orange Free State). In fact, a greater cause was the British desire 
to gain control over South African resources, especially diamonds and gold. Nature of the conflict The war went through three stages. In the first stage the British 
forces were mostly infantry forces, using their traditional battleground tactics. The Boers were in smaller groups, and highly mobile. The standard Boer weapon, 
the .276 German Mauser, had an effective range of over 2000 metres. Boer tactics were built around this weapon, so it became a clash of two systems: the tradi-
tional, parade ground discipline style of massed frontal attack and movement, appropriate when faced by opponents who had to take time to re-load single-shot 
muzzle-loading weapons, but suicide against hit-and-run ambushes, concealed snipers, using smokeless powder and multi-shot magazines, shooting from the hills 
at the troops on the South African veldt (plains), and then disappearing from the scene. Consequently, there were many British defeats in the opening months of 
the war, with Boer snipers even competing to see who could hit the approaching officers first. The British soon learned to discard their colourful uniforms for the 
khaki colour of the veldt. The second stage of the war, from December 1899 until September 1900, was the period of the British counter-offensive, as British tactics 
changed. They saw the need to make their infantry mobile, meaning that they had to be on horseback. The ordinary British soldier could not ride, so the Colonial 
forces were turned into mounted infantry. They comprised only 20% of the total British force, but 50% of the mounted force, and therefore were the troops mostly 
involved in fighting. The result was that organised Boer resistance was eliminated, but the Boer forces now broke into small mobile forces, living off the land and 
getting support and shelter from Boer farms. This third stage of the war therefore involved depriving the roaming Boer commandos (small bands) of their sources of 
supply — by burning farm houses and destroying animals and crops. Part of this involved setting up camps for the civilians whose farms were thus destroyed — 
the infamous ‘concentration camps’ which led to the death by disease of 27,927 Boer civilian men, women and children in the unsanitary camps. Over 22,000 of 

these were under the age of sixteen.  

How Australian women were involved Casualties need nursing. British authorities were reluctant to send female nurses to the Boer War. Despite the magnificent 
work of Florence Nightingale during the Crimean War of the 1850s, nursing still had a reputation as a low-status and unprofessional occupation, whose members 
were neither moral nor hygienic. In Australia nurses were fighting to overcome these prejudices and outdated images. The New South Wales Army Nursing Service 
Reserve was the first women’s military nursing body. It was formed in August 1899, and in January 1900 a group of fourteen nurses from this organisation were 
sent to the war, and served with the New South Wales Army Medical Corps. Nurses from each of the other colonies followed, some of whom went independently, 

paying their own way.  

Each colony sent a number of contingents and from 1902 a number of contingents of the Commonwealth Horse became the first ever national Australian military 
force to serve outside Australia. Over 16,000 men served with the colonial or Commonwealth contingents. About 600 Australians were killed or died of illness, and 
800 were wounded. About sixty nurses were sent with the colonial medical contingents. More than twenty other women volunteered or paid their own way to nurse 

or teach in South Africa. One woman, Sister Fanny Hines, died of illness on 7 August 1900.  

Australian Women in the Second South African Anglo-Boer War (1899-1902)  

Matron EJ Gould, Sister Penelope 
Frater and Superintendent Julia Bligh 
who accompanied the Second Contin-
gent to the Boer War as members of 
the NSW Army Medical Corps, 1902. 
Image courtesy of Australian War 

Memorial.  

A South African hospital ward, with bare earth floor, has been 
decorated with fans, vases full of flowers, and framed portraits 

in an attempt to brighten up the primitive conditions.  

Group portrait of General Sir Freder-
ick Carrington and some of his medi-
cal staff in Rhodesia. Identified, back 
row, left to right: Dr Welsford, Dr 
Horan, Major Fosling, Dr Rowe, Sir 
Frederick Carrington, Dr Bond, Cap-
tain de Rengi and Mr Ferguson. Front 
row: Sister (Sr) Frances Emma 
(Fanny) Hines, Sr Julia B Anderson, 
Sr Marianne Rawson, Sr Ellen Walker 
and Sr Annie Eliza Helen Thomson. Sr 
Hines died of pneumonia in Bulawayo 
Memorial Hospital, Rhodesia on 7 
August 1900. She was buried with full 
military honours in Bulawayo ceme-

tery. 
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Wilkinson’s innovation, what would be called “dazzle,” was that rather than using camouflage to hide the vessel, he used it to hide the ves-
sel’s intention. Later he’d say that he’d realized that, “Since it was impossible to paint a ship so that she could not be seen by a submarine, the ex-
treme opposite was the answer – in other words, to paint her, not for low visibility, but in such a way as to break up her form and thus confuse a 
submarine officer as the course on which she was heading.” 
 

A-7D Corsairs in adisruptive pattern, 
countershaded with white, on a dis-
ruptively painted surface, Thailand, 

1972.  

Sniper wearing a ghillie suit  A Ferret armoured car with "Berlin cam-
ouflage" meant to hide it against that 
city's concrete buildings. Such terrain 

specific patterns are rare.  

Finnish artillery during the Winter War, showing impro-
vised snow camouflage made from bedsheets and 

whitewash  

A "multi-spectral" camouflage system" fitted to 
a Marder armoured vehicle reduces visu-
al, infrared and radar "signatures", and permits 

movement  

Royal Norwegian Navy Skjold class patrol 
boat disruptively patterned for service close 

to the coast 

HMCS CALGARY in Hyper Stealth Digital Thunder camouflage unmodified 

Some Interesting Camouflage Concepts   

A Swedish Visby class corvette, exhibiting both conventional 

visual camouflage and an anti-radar (stealth) design  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A-7D_Corsair
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Disruptive_coloration
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ghillie_suit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ferret_armoured_car
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winter_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Multi-spectral_camouflage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marder_(IFV)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Infrared
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Norwegian_Navy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Skjold_class_patrol_boat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visby_class_corvette
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stealth_technology
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Shrine Of Remembrance Events  -  November through to Early December 2016 

The Future Movement 

Thursday 3 November, 6:00pm 

Does better understanding the mistakes of our past encourage us to build a peaceful future? 

The Shrine was created to ensure that the sacrifices of Victorians during the First World War would never be lost on future generations. It has also 

served as a place of public and private remembrance for all conflicts since. The Shrine is not simply a monument to loss or a place to reflect on our 

history as a nation—it also provides a space to analyse the events, motivations and consequences of conflict. It encourages us to look forward. 

The United Nations, NGOs and visionary individuals are all working towards eliminating world conflict and providing aid to people touched by war. The 

Shrine has taken some exciting steps in recent years to highlight these efforts, including the development of a dedicated Peace Gallery. But can war 

memorials play a larger role in fostering reconciliation? Are we doing all that we can to encourage the community to think critically about the choices 

before us? 

Join a panel comprising a young veteran, an academic, a peace theorist and a curator to explore these questions. 
 

 

Monuments of Remembrance 

Wednesday 9 November, 6:00pm 

 Even as the guns fell silent over the battlefields of Europe in 1918, Australia’s military leaders were planning to commemorate pivotal Australian victo-

ries through a series of monuments on the Western Front. 

Shrine Annual Dinner 2016 

Tuesday 15 November, 6:30pm 

Friends Luncheon 

Friday 2 December, 1:30pm 

Join us as we celebrate the end of 2016, and the start of the cricket season, for a special Friends luncheon followed by a talk on the human and psycho-

logical aspects of service through the prism of cricket by Sergeant Anthony 'Harry' Moffitt. 

 

Cricket in Combat 

Friday 2 December, 2:30pm 

Sergeant Anthony ‘Harry’ Moffitt has served nearly 25 years in the Australian Army, including almost 20 as a SASR ‘Operator’ and Team Leader. Harry 

carried a cricket bat and balls with him during eleven operational tours to Afghanistan, Iraq and Timor Leste. 

 

Paul Brickhill: The Hero Maker 

Thursday 8 December, 6:00pm 

According to London’s Times, Melbourne-born Paul Brickhill, Spitfire pilot and Stalag Luft 3 prisoner, ‘set a standard in the telling of popular war stories 
which has never been surpassed.’ His books about escaping the Nazis, about boldly busting their dams, and about legless fighter pilot Douglas Bader 

became bestsellers, while the movies based on them are classics. 

Editor’s Note  

Articles in all editions of the Military History Group Newsletter have been sourced from the Australian Government, Army, Navy and Airforce newspa-
pers, the Australian War Memorial Canberra via their web site, the Shrine of Remembrance web site and other various public information sites. Most 

articles have been précised to enable them to fit our publication.  Thanks also to Kevin O’Neill for suggesting the Matilda tank story. 
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U3A NUNAWADING M ILITARY H ISTORY GROUP NEWSLETTER 

Military History Library Report sent by Mike Lewino 15 October 2016 

Hi everyone. 
Have now updated the library catalogues to include the latest donations received. 
Thanks once again to Kevin O'Neill for his donation of 46 issues of the magazine "The History of World War One." These only cover the first 2 years of WW I - 
hopefully we will gather up later editions at some future date. 
In listing these magazines I have inserted the main topic in each. However, each magazine covers several subjects which I have not attempted to list for practi-

cal size limits. So you can expect to read items of surprise when you look through the lot. 

The new items will be available from next Thursday. 

Good browsing. 

WW1  Cartoon 

 

The Salerno mutiny was a rebellion during the Second World War by about 600 British soldiers who, on 16 September 1943, refused assignment to new units as 

replacements during the initial stages of the Allied invasion of Italy. 

It was, specifically, men from the 50th (Northumbrian) and 51st (Highland) Infantry Divisions, both of which had served as part of General Bernard Montgom-
ery's British Eighth Army, and were veterans of the North African Campaign.[1] About 1,500 of them had sailed from Tripoli, on the understanding that they were to 
join the rest of their units, at the time based in Sicily and soon to return to the United Kingdom in preparation for Operation Overlord, the Allied invasion of Norman-
dy. Instead, once aboard ship, they were told that they were being taken to Salerno, Italy, to join the British 46th Infantry Division (Major-General John Hawkes-
worth) and 56th (London) Infantry Division (Major-General Douglas Graham), which had both suffered heavy losses. Both divisions were serving as part 
ofLieutenant-General Richard McCreery's British X Corps, which itself was fighting as part of Lieutenant General Mark Clark's U.S. Fifth Army. Many of the soldiers 

felt they had been deliberately misled. 

Matters were made worse by the complete lack of organisation when they reached Salerno, leaving them angry and frustrated. Most of the soldiers, a thousand or 
so fresh recruits, were taken off to join new units, leaving 500 veterans, 300 of whom were moved to a nearby field. They were still there by 20 September, refus-
ing postings to unfamiliar units. They were addressed by Lieutenant-General McCreery, the General Officer Commanding (GOC) of the British X Corps, who admit-
ted that a mistake had been made, and promised that they would rejoin their old units once Salerno was secure. The men were also warned of the consequences 

of mutiny in wartime. 

Of the three hundred in the field, 108 decided to follow orders, leaving a hard core of 192. They were all charged with mutiny under the Army Act, the largest num-
ber of men accused at any one time in all of British military history.[2] The accused were shipped to Algeria, where the courts-martial opened towards the end of 
October. All were found guilty, and three sergeants were sentenced to death. The sentences were subsequently commuted to 12 years of forced labour and even-

tually suspended, although the men faced constant harassment for the rest of their military careers. 

Salerno Mutiny 1943 
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"Fuzzy-Wuzzy" By Rudyard Kipling 
 
(Soudan Expeditionary Force) 
 

We've fought with many men acrost the seas, 
  An' some of 'em was brave an' some was not: 
The Paythan an' the Zulu an' Burmese; 
  But the Fuzzy was the finest o' the lot. 
We never got a ha'porth's change of 'im: 
  'E squatted in the scrub an' 'ocked our 'orses, 
'E cut our sentries up at Suakim, 
  An' 'e played the cat an' banjo with our forces. 
    So 'ere's to you, Fuzzy-Wuzzy, at your 'ome in the Soudan; 
    You're a pore benighted 'eathen but a first-class fightin' man; 
    We gives you your certificate, an' if you want it signed 
    We'll come an' 'ave a romp with you whenever you're inclined. 
  
We took our chanst among the Khyber 'ills, 
  The Boers knocked us silly at a mile, 
The Burman give us Irriwaddy chills, 
  An' a Zulu impi dished us up in style: 
But all we ever got from such as they 
  Was pop to what the Fuzzy made us swaller; 
We 'eld our bloomin' own, the papers say, 
  But man for man the Fuzzy knocked us 'oller. 
    Then 'ere's to you, Fuzzy-Wuzzy, an' the missis and the kid; 
    Our orders was to break you, an' of course we went an' did. 
    We sloshed you with Martinis, an' it wasn't 'ardly fair; 
    But for all the odds agin' you, Fuzzy-Wuz, you broke the square. 
  
'E 'asn't got no papers of 'is own, 
  'E 'asn't got no medals nor rewards, 
So we must certify the skill 'e's shown 
  In usin' of 'is long two-'anded swords: 
When 'e's 'oppin' in an' out among the bush 
  With 'is coffin-'eaded shield an' shovel-spear, 
An 'appy day with Fuzzy on the rush 
  Will last an 'ealthy Tommy for a year. 
    So 'ere's to you, Fuzzy-Wuzzy, an' your friends which are no more, 
    If we 'adn't lost some messmates we would 'elp you to deplore. 
    But give an' take's the gospel, an' we'll call the bargain fair, 
    For if you 'ave lost more than us, you crumpled up the square! 
  
'E rushes at the smoke when we let drive, 
  An', before we know, 'e's 'ackin' at our 'ead; 
'E's all 'ot sand an' ginger when alive, 
  An' 'e's generally shammin' when 'e's dead. 
'E's a daisy, 'e's a ducky, 'e's a lamb! 
  'E's a injia-rubber idiot on the spree, 
'E's the on'y thing that doesn't give a damn 
  For a Regiment o' British Infantree! 
    So 'ere's to you, Fuzzy-Wuzzy, at your 'ome in the Soudan; 
    You're a pore benighted 'eathen but a first-class fightin' man; 
    An' 'ere's to you, Fuzzy-Wuzzy, with your 'ayrick 'ead of 'air -- 
    You big black boundin' beggar -- for you broke a British square! 

 


