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Warning to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island viewers: The following contains images of people who are deceased. No disrespect
intended nor meant.

A brief history of Indigenous Australians at War

Indigenous Australians have served in virtually every conflict and peace keeping mission in which Australia
has participated since the start of last century — from the Boer War where Aborigines served as trackers to
East Timor and Afghanistan also.

In the first half of the 20th century non-Europeans officially were barred from serving in Australia’s armed forc-
es but during World War | approximately 500 Aborigines and a few Torres Strait Islanders managed to enlist.

Indigenous Australians have been present in almost every Australian campaign. In the heat of battle, survival
could come down to relying on your mates so racism, for once, took a back seat. White and black soldiers
forged friendships in the trenches of Gallipoli and the Westem Front or on horseback with the Light Horse in
the Middle East. A number of DCM’s and MM'’s being awarded for bravery from WW?1 though to the Malayan
Emergency.

Probably about a third of the Indigenous soldiers who served overseas were killed in action or died of wounds
or disease. Some were sent home with horrible wounds. At least three were captured. Private Douglas Grant,
13th Battalion, suffered the indignity of being separated from his fellow Australian prisoners of war to be stud-
ied by German doctors and anthropologists. He was then placed in charge of a camp of black prisoners
(probably French colonial or Indian troops) reinforcing the fact that, although a combat soldier, Grant's captors
saw him as ‘different’.

Harry Saunders’ brother, Reginald, became probably the best-
known Indigenous serviceman. Named after his uncle, William
* Reginald Rawlings MM (killed in action in 1918), Reg joined up in
395 1940. He served in the 2/7th Battalion in Libya, Greece, Crete —

Y . spending a year on the run after the Germans captured the island
~H5g . — and New Guinea. Having proved himself an exceptional junior
** leader, he was sent to an Officer Tralnlng Course and commis-
= sioned in November 1944 — g3 ¥
& the first Indigenous military
officer. He enlisted again in
1950 to serve in the Korean
War. Captain Saunders led a company of 3 Battalion, Royal Australian
Regiment in the Battle of Kapyong.

Another remarkable man was Warrant Officer Leonard Waters, a || -
Queenslander, who was the first Indigenous Australian to earn his
‘wings’ as a pilot. During 1944-45, Waters served in 78 Squadron RAAF,
flying Kittyhawk fighters in Dutch New Guinea, Morotai and Bomeo,
bombing and strafing Japanese positions. Appropriately, his Kittyhawk
was named ‘Black Magic'.

Warrant Officer Leonard Waters

In all, an estimated 3,000 Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders served in the armed forces in World War Il —
many in specially raised Indigenous units. A Torres Strait Light Infantry Battalion was formed in 1941.

Indigenous women also enlisted. Kathleen Ruska, of the Noonuccal people of Stradbroke Island, enlisted in
the Australian Women’s Army Service — she later gained fame as the celebrated poet, Kath Walker.

Dozens of other Indigenous Australians served in the Malayan Emergency against Communist guerrillas, in
Borneo against Indonesian forces, and the Vietham War. Private Noel Brown, a Queenslander, was consid-
ered by his platoon commander in Malaya ‘an extremely good soldier in the bush, using all the natural skills he
inherited’. Corporal Ron ‘Harry’ Harris, a West Australian, served in Malaysia before transferring to the elite
Special Air Service (SAS) Regiment but was accidentally killed by ‘friendly fire’ in South Vietham in 1969.
Corporal Norman Womal, a Queenslander, served in South Vietnam with 5 Battalion, Royal Australian Regi-
ment, but on 17 October 1966 he was shot in the throat in an enemy ambush and, lying in an exposed posi-
tion, held his throat and continued to direct the fire of machine-gunners. He died of his wounds and received a
posthumous Mention in Despatches for his bravery.

For many years, the service of Indigenous Australians was not adequately recognised but strong efforts have
been made to change this at individual, armed forces and government levels.
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Australia’s First Mine Laying Ship — HMAS Bungaree

In September 1940, the War Cabinet approved a naval mining policy which would provide for defensive minefields to prepare for the possibility of
Japan entering the war. An agreement had already been reached with the Ford Manufacturing Company of Australia in October 1939 for the produc-
tion of complete mine units, shells and sinkers at the company’s annexe in Geelong. The policy included the acquisition of a 3,000 tonne merchant
vessel as a minelayer. The coastal cargo ship Bungaree was requisitioned for this task on 10 October 1940 and immediately began conversion in
Sydney. Bungaree was named for the indigenous guide, interpreter and Aboriginal community leader who is believed to be the first indigenous Aus-
tralian to circumnavigate his homeland when he accompanied Commander Matthew Flinders, RN, in HMS Investigator during Flinders’ cartographic
exploration of the Australian coastline in 1801-03.

+4] Bungaree’s conversion involved turning her cargo holds into huge mine magazines. Two sets of rails
were installed on the mining deck to transport the mines, which were all moored contact mines, to
the stern of the ship to be deployed into the water. HMAS Bungaree commissioned at Garden Is-
land, Sydney, under the command of Commander Norman Calder, RAN, on 9 June 1941. She de-
parted Sydney on 19 June and arrived in Geelong four days later. With dummy mines embarked,
she recommenced trials and exercises in Port Phillip Bay in company with the mine recovery vessel,
HMAS Toorie. She embarked her first load of live mines, 254 in all, on 30 July and departed Gee-
long the next day in company with HMAS Sydney .
+ She arrived in Sydney on 3 August where she had a 12 pdr HA/LA gun mounted ford and embarked a
= | 28 foot survey motor boat before departing for
: - 3 2 ~ . Port Moresby that evening, escorted by HMAS Adelaide and, lat-
b= = -+ |er, HMAS Manoora. She laid her first defensive minefield near Port §
HMAS Bungaree Moresby on 15 Augyst bgfore heading bacl'< to Australian waters. Sh
went on to lay minefields in the Torres Strait north and west of Prince
of Wales Island, and the Great Barrier Reef near Cook’s Passage and Trinity Opening before the end of the year.

She laid minefields in New Caledonian waters in February and in New Zealand waters off Auckland in March. Minelay-
ing operations continued in Palm Passage, Queensland, in April, and back in New Caledonian waters in May. She re-
turned to Sydney at the end of May and was present when three Japanese midget submarines launched an attack in / J
Sydney Harbour which resulted in the loss of HMAS Kuttabul in the early hours of 1 June. Bungaree’s crew went to %
action stations at the first alarm at 2230 on 31 May but saw no sign of the enemy and the ship survived the night un- ¢,
scathed. She departed Sydney on 9 June and rendezvoused with Convoy CO1 from Newcastle to act as an additional /
anti-submarine escort for the voyage to Port Phillip. She launched an attack on a possible submarine contact on 11
June and dropped four depth charges without a result.

HMAS Bungaree Mine Racks
She was back in New Guinea in July and, upon completion of minelaying operations there, returned to Australi-

an waters and launched another attack on a suspected submarine contact off the Queensland coast north of Brisbane which was later classified as a
non-submarine.

She continued with minelaying operations in September laying mines in Magnetic Passage north-east of Townsville before returning to Sydney on 19
September for a short refit. She was back at sea on 5 October and, after embarking mines at Geelong, sailed for New Zealand on 10 October for
minelaying operations around the Bay of Islands, and again in Queensland waters near Cairns in November, Mackay in December and Townsville in
January 1943.

She arrived back in Sydney on 5 February and commenced a refit. She was back at sea on 4 March and recommenced mining operations off the
Queensland coast at the end of the month, and again in April and June. She visited New Caledonia twice in July and August to conduct mining oper-
ations and on both occasions she embarked mines at Auckland rather than Geelong. She returned to mining the waters of far north Queensland in
October and November.

With the tide of the Pacific War turning in the Allies favour, the need for defensive minefields diminished and, on 18 February, Bungaree was officially
re-tasked to surveying operations having laid a total of 9289 defensive mines. She was back at sea on 21 February and proceeded to Brisbane to
embark surveying equipment. She continued northward and commenced hydrographic surveys in the Torres Strait from March through to July 1944.
Later in the year she began transporting personnel and cargo to and from New Guinea, a task with which she was occupied until the end of the war

on 15 August 1945. At the conclusion of hostilities, Bungaree continued to transport stores and equipment and was involved in the repatriation of
Allied servicemen and the dumping of ammunition. Bungaree decommissioned on 7 August 1946 and returned to her owners on 5 November 1947.

The conclusion of the war also meant that the mines laid by Bungaree now had to be cleared. That task fell to the 20th Minesweeping Flotilla, a

collection of corvettes, general purpose vessels and motor launches led by the sloop, HMAS Swan. Tragically, on 13 September 1947, the cor-
vette HMAS Warrnambool struck a mine whilst conducting sweeping operations near Cockburn Reef off the north Queensland coast.

Four sailors lost their lives.

Bungaree was subsequently on-sold twice and in 1960 was re-named Eastern Mariner. Whilst operating in South Vietnamese waters, she ironically
struck a mine in the Saigon River and was wrecked on 26 May 1966.



http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/bungaree-1848
http://www.navy.gov.au/hmas-sydney-ii
http://www.navy.gov.au/hmas-adelaide-i
http://www.navy.gov.au/hmas-manoora-i
http://www.navy.gov.au/hmas-swan-ii
http://www.navy.gov.au/hmas-warrnambool-i
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Three Australian Giants of the Air Gather at Eindhoven
for “Operation Bring Them Home”

Globemaster C-17’s of the Royal Australian Air Force which have been
used in “Operation Bring Them Home”

The Royal Australian Air Force’s support to Operation Bring Them
Home was on show on 1 August with half of the RAAF’s fleet of
massive C-17A Globemaster transport aircraft at Eindhoven Airport
in the Netherlands.

Two C-17As have been providing an intra-theatre heavy lift capabil-
ity, moving people, equipment and supplies between Eindhoven
Airfield in the Netherlands and Kharkiv International Airport in the
Ukraine.

The aircraft operate nearly 24 hours a day, seven days a week to
support the international recovery and investigation effort focussed
on downed Malaysia Airlines flight MH17.

The C-17A presence at Eindhoven was bolstered further on August
1st with the arrival of a third C-17A on a logistics flight from Australia
with additional air crews and technical equipment.

Air Mobility Task Force Commander, Squadron Leader Dean Bolton,
said the third aircraft's payload and passengers will ensure the
Globemasters continue to operate at a high tempo.

“So far was have not missed a single scheduled mission and that's
due to both the outstanding endurance and performance of the air-
craft and the RAAF maintenance and technical personnel who are
doing everything they can to keep us in the air and on schedule,” he
said.

“Everyone deployed here and everyone back at 36 Squadron has
been supporting us 100 per cent, which has resulted in an amazing
rate of effort from the guys working on the ground and our pilots and
flight crews in the air.

“That's resulted in us flying about 23-and-a-half hours per 24 hour
period.”

“We are continually overwhelmed by the support we are receiving
from the Royal Netherlands Air Force, we wouldn’t be able to
achieve everything we want to do here without their support,” Squad-
ron Leader Bolton said.

“They are professional and very similar to us in many ways. The fact
we are all working towards a common goal is helping make an ex-
tremely difficult task just that little bit easier.”

The third C-17A has now returned to Australia.

The Australian Government continues to work alongside Dutch and
Ukrainian authorities to ensure the swift identification and repatriation
of victims of the MH17 tragedy.

HMAS Toowoomba Deploys with First
Female Commander

¥

‘ & =
(L-R) Captain Angela Bond, RAN Commanding Officer
HMAS Stirling, Senator Linda Reynolds CSC and Com-
mander Catherine Hayes, RAN Commanding Officer
HMAS Toowoomba

Minister for Defence Senator David Johnston today congratulated Com-
mander Catherine Hayes, who has become the first female in the Royal
Australian Navy to command a warship in the Middle East region.

Commander Hayes and the ship’s company of HMAS Toowoomba departed
today from HMAS Stirling in Western Australia.

Senator Johnston said the ship was being deployed as part of Operation
MANITOU to provide maritime support to international efforts to counter and
deter terrorism and the trade of narcotics on the seas.

“This is another step in the right direction in providing leadership roles and
opportunities for women in the Australian Defence Force,” Senator Johnston
said.

‘I hope this deployment acts as an inspiration for all women currently serv-
ing as well as for young women considering a career in the Navy or in the
wider Australian Defence Force.

‘Commander Hayes and her crew will be carrying out arduous and often
dangerous work supporting counter-piracy and counter narcotics operations
in the Middle East.

“The interception of drug trafficking in the region is vital as it is often the
case that the profits from trafficking are fed into extremist and terrorist or-
ganisations.”

HMAS Toowoomba relieves HMAS Darwin, which is heading home to Syd-
ney after a five month deployment which saw the ship’s company seize
narcotics with a total street value of $2.1 billion.

This included the largest seizure of heroin (1,032 kg) in the Combined Mari-
time Force’s history.

HMAS Toowoomba (FFH 156) is the seventh ANZAC
Class Frigate of the Royal Australian Navy



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Australian_Navy
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NEWSLETTER

Sudan (New South Wales Contingent) March-June 1885

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Volunteers for the NSW Infantry Contingent for Sydney, 3 March 1885. Departure of the Sudan, 1885: grave of Robert Weir, the first
the Sudan at Victoria Barracks NSW Contingent for the Sudan Australian to die on active duty in the Sudan

In the early 1880s the British-backed Egyptian regime in the Sudan was threatened by an indigenous rebellion under the leadership of Muhammad Ah-
med, known to his followers as the Mahdi. In 1883 the Egyptian government, with British acquiescence, sent an army south to crush the revolt. Instead of
destroying the Mahdi's forces, the Egyptians were soundly defeated, leaving their government with the problem of extricating the survivors. The difficul-
ties of evacuating their forces in the face of a hostile enemy quickly became apparent, and the British were persuaded to send General Charles Gordon,
already a figure of heroic proportions in England, to consider the means by which the Egyptian troops could be safely withdrawn. Disregarding his in-
structions, Gordon sought instead to delay the evacuation and defeat the Mahdi; like the Egyptians, Gordon failed and found himself besieged in Khar-
toum. The popular general's predicament stirred public opinion in England, leading to demands for an expeditionary force to be dispatched to his rescue.
The relief force was sent from Cairo in September 1884, but it was still fighting its way up the Nile when Gordon was killed in late January the following
year. Gordon's exploits were well known throughout the British Empire, and when the telegraph brought word of his death to New South Wales in Febru-
ary 1885 it was met with recriminations against the Liberal government led by William Gladstone for having failed to act in time.

With news of Gordon's death and the Canadian government's offer of troops for the Sudan, the NSW government cabled London with its own offer. To
make its proposal more attractive, it offered to meet the contingent's expenses; London accepted but stipulated that the contingent would be under Brit-
ish command. Similar offers from the other Australian colonies were declined. The British government's acceptance of the contingent was received with
enthusiasm by the NSW government and members of the armed forces; it was seen as a historic occasion, marking the first time that soldiers in the pay
of a self-governing Australian colony were to fight in an imperial war.

The contingent, an infantry battalion of 522 men and 24 officers and an artillery battery of 212 men, was ready to sail on 3 March 1885. It left Sydney
amid much public fanfare, generated in part by the holiday declared to farewell the troops; the send-off was described as the most festive occasion in the
colony's history. Support was not, however, universal, and many viewed the proceedings with indifference or even hostility. The nationalist Bulletin ridi-
culed the contingent both before and after its return. Meetings intended to launch a patriotic fund and endorse the government's action were poorly at-
tended in many working-class suburbs, and many of those who turned up voted against the fund. In some country centres there was a significant anti-
war response, while miners in rural districts were said to be in "fierce opposition”.

The NSW contingent anchored at Suakin, Sudan's Red Sea port, on 29 March 1885 and were attached to a brigade composed of Scots, Grenadiers and
Coldstream Guards. Shortly after their arrival they marched as part of a large "square" formation — on this occasion made up of 10,000 men — for Tamai,
a village some 30 kilometres inland. Although the march was marked only by minor skirmishing, the men saw something of the reality of war as they
halted among the dead from a battle which had taken place eleven days before. Further minor skirmishing took place on the next day's march, but the
Australians, now at the rear of the square, sustained only three casualties, none fatal. The infantry reached Tamai, burned whatever huts were standing
and returned to Suakin.

After Tamai, the greater part of the NSW contingent worked on the railway line which was being laid across the desert towards the inland town of Berber
on the Nile, half-way between Suakin and Khartoum. Far from the excitement they had imagined, the Australians suffered mostly from the enforced idle-
ness of guard duties. When a camel corps was raised, fifty men volunteered immediately. On 6 May they rode on a reconnaissance to Takdul, 28 kilome-
tres from Suakin, again hoping for an encounter with the Sudanese, but the only action that day involved two newspaper correspondents who had ac-
companied the patrol before leaving the cameleers to file their stories in Suakin. They soon found themselves surrounded by enemy forces, and one was
wounded as they fled. The camel corps made only one more sortie — on 15 May, to bury the bodies of men killed in fighting the previous March.

The artillery saw even less action than the infantry. They were posted to Handoub where, having no enemy close enough to engage, they drilled for a
month. On 15 May they rejoined the camp at Suakin. Not having participated in any battles, Australian casualties were few: those who died fell to dis-
ease rather than enemy action. By May 1885 the British government had decided to abandon the campaign and left only a garrison in Suakin. The Aus-
tralian contingent sailed for home on 17 May 1885.

The contingent arrived in Sydney on 19 June. They were expecting to land at Port Jackson and were surprised to disembark at the quarantine station on
North Head near Manly as a precaution against disease. One man died of typhoid there before the contingent was released. Five days after their arrival
in Sydney the contingent, dressed in their khaki uniforms, marched through the city to a reception at Victoria Barracks where they stood in pouring rain
as a number of public figures, including the Governor, Lord Loftus, the Premier, and the commandant of the contingent, Colonel Richardson, gave
speeches. It was generally agreed at the time that, no matter how small the military significance of the Australian contribution to the adventure, it marked
an important stage in the development of colonial self-confidence and was proof of the enduring link with Britain.
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A Dornier 17 Which For 70 years, Lay in 50ft of water off the Kent coast, Now Raised For Restoration
Project by the RAF Museum.

. The Dornier During Recovery
A photograph of the Dornier bomber and

its crew prior to its final mission The Dornier 17 “The Flying Pencil”

The wrecked Dornier Do 17 was discovered by divers in 2008 at Goodwin Sands off the coast of Kent. Sonar scans later confirmed it was a Dornier Do 17,
with experts describing it as being in "remarkable condition." While hundreds of German bombers were shot down during the Battle of Britain, none of
them survived intact, as the wreckage was melted down and used to produce British aircraft.

"The discovery and recovery of the Domier is of national and international importance," said Air Vice-Marshal Peter Dye, director general of the Royal Air
Force Museum. "The aircraft is a unique and unprecedented survivor from the Battle of Britain and the Blitz."

London's RAF Museum raised 600,000 pounds ($934,000 or 712,000 euros) to lift the bomber's remains from the English Channel. The aircraft is sub-
merged under 60 feet (20 meters) of water. Divers are building a metal frame around the wreckage, which will then be lited from the seabed. The salvage
operation is expected to take three to four weeks.

"We are not guaranteed success," Dye said. "There have been previous aircraft recovery projects that didn't go so well, cases where the structure has
disintegrated on retrieval. When it breaks the surface, gravity and the laws of mechanics come into play, so we very much hope the frame we've construct-
ed will support that structure."

The Dornier Do 17 in question was shot down on August 26, 1940, during the height of the Battle of Britain, according to the RAF Museum. The bomber
made a successful emergency landing at Goodwin Sands - a sandbank off the coast of Kent - after it came under attack. But the bomber subsequently
sank. Two German crewmen were captured alive and taken prisoner, while the bodies of two others were found washed ashore.

It will undergo several years of conservation treatment before being put on display. The Dornier wreckage will be packed into a special chemical gel and
plastic sheeting to protect it from damage caused by air exposure. It will then be taken to the RAF Museum in Cosford for two to three years of treatment.

The RAF Museum plans to display the German Domier wreckage next to a British Hawker Hurricane fighter plane shot down around the same time.
"We feel it is important that they be exhibited side by side," Dye said. "With time, we recognize that young men died on both sides, which is why we don't

intend to restore it. We will conserve it and place it on exhibition alongside the wreck of a Hurricane shot down at much the same time in which a British
pilot died."

Editor’s Note

Articles in the September Edition of the Military History Group Newsletter have been sourced from the Australian Government, Army, Navy and Airforce
newspapers, the Australian War Memorial Canberra via their web site, the Shrine of Remembrance web site and other various public information sites.
Most articles have been précised to enable them to fit our publication.

This September Edition is two pages longer than previous edition which enabled full reporting of the Shrine of Remembrance celebration in this WW1
Centenary Year . The War Memorial Canberra also has Centenary celebrations which can be accessed through their web site http://www.awm.gov.au/

Mike Lewino’s Library Report

Mike has reported that the Library now holds 166 books, 68 magazines, 6 DVDs the latest donation being about fighter aircraft evolution. 31 Journals of
the UK Army Historical Society. A highly informative source of military history spanning the development - often violent of mankind from ancient to pre-
sent-day times. Both World Wars | and Il are covered in great detail but information about many other conflicts through history and up to the current con-
flict in Afghanistan is available. Access is available each Thursday morning and books may be freely borrowed by members of the Military History Group.
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Shrine Of Remembrance Events - August through to November (Poppies are Centenary Presentations)

FRIENDS TOUR: The B-24 Liberator Restoration Project
Thursday 21 August, 8:45am
Join a tour of the RAAF Museum Point Cook and the B-24 restoration project at Werribee
Melbourne Writers Festival: Words and War
Saturday 23 August, 1:00pm
This year the Shrine of Remembrance partners with Melbourne Writers Festival for three special events to mark the centenary of the First World War. To
book go to the Melbourne Writers Festival program.
Chinese ANZACs: Chinese Museum . Tour
Wednesday 10 September, 3:00pm
Join us for this special guided tour of the Chinese ANZACs: Chinese-Australians and World War One exhibition which explores some of the stories of the
Chinese-Australians who served on the frontline. Bookings essential.
Surfacing Australia's Submarine Herit- P age
Tuesday 16 September, 5:30pm
Join maritime archaeologist and Executive Director of Heritage Victoria, Tim Smith, as he presents an illustrated talk on the fate of Austrlia's E-class subma-
rines and their legacy.
Curator Tour: Australia Will Be There Exhibi- @ tion
Wednesday 24 September, 4:00pm
Join the Shrine Manager of Exhibition, Jean McAuslan, on a tour of the Centenary of the First World War exhibition.
For King and Country Panel Discus- . sion
Wednesday 24 September, 5:30pm
Two of Australia’s renowned military historians will be joined by the Ambassador to Belgium to discuss the outbreak of the First World War which, in its time,
was considered to be the war to end all wars.
Talks and Events
Wednesday 1 October, 12:30pm
To commemorate the 70th anniversary of the D-Day Landings on 6 June 1944, Dr Mark Johnston discusses the largest seaborne invasion in history.
Lost Boys of AN- ® ZAC
Tuesday 14 October, 5:30pm
In his most recent publication, Lost Boys of ANZAC, Professor Stanley traces the first wave of Australian troops that landed on Gallipoli and died on 25 April
1915. He offers sobering insights and salutary conclusions on the eve of centenary.
ANZACs on the Wall
Thursday 23 October, 5:30pm
Singers, songwriters and entertainers, Jim Brown and Vince Brophy use music from The Lone Pine Guitar, crafted from a branch of the Shrine’s former
Lone Pine tree, to tell the story of Danny Clancy.
Film Screening: Forty Thousand Horsemen
Thursday 30 October, 5:30pm
In a cinematic tribute to the mounted troops of the Australian Light Horse regiments, director Charles Chauvel presents his 1940 feature-length film Forty
Thousand Horsemen. Join us for our first film screening in the Shrine’s new auditorium.
Meet The Rats
Thursday 6 November, 12:30pm
Meet our Rats of Tobruk, Ron Williamson and Bob Semple, as they share their recollections of the siege of Tobruk 73 years ago.
Shrine of Remembrance Annual Dinner @ 2014
Monday 17 November, 6:30pm
Join us from 6:30pm on Monday 17 for the Shrine of Remembrance Annual Dinner at the Melbourne Town Hall.
This year, the Shrine of Remembrance Annual Dinner will commemorate the centenary of the First World War in which 114,000 Victorians enlisted and
19,000 were killed. Join us for a night of musical entertainment, fascinating guest speakers and the opportunity to win some very special prizes. All pro-
ceeds raised from the Dinner will support the Shrine’s Education Program.
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