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A British Mark V (Male) tank  

The outbreak of World War I in 1914 radically changed the situation. Its opening stage of mobile warfare accelerated 
the development of armoured cars, numbers of which were quickly improvised in Belgium, France, and Britain. The 
ensuing trench warfare, which ended the usefulness of armoured cars, brought forth new proposals for tracked ar-
moured vehicles. Most of these resulted from attempts to make armoured cars capable of moving off roads, over bro-
ken ground, and through barbed wire. The first tracked armoured vehicle was improvised in July 1915, in Britain, by 
mounting an armoured car body on a Killen-Strait tractor. The vehicle was constructed by the Armoured Car Division of 
the Royal Naval Air Service, whose ideas, backed by the First Simultaneously but independently, tanks were also 
developed in France. Like the very first British tank, the first French tank (the Schneider) amounted to an armoured box 
on a tractor chassis; 400 were ordered in February 1916. But French tanks were not used until April 1917, whereas 
British tanks were first sent into action on Sept. 15, 1916. Only 49 were available and their success was limited, but on 
Nov. 20, 1917, 474 British tanks were concentrated at theBattle of Cambrai and achieved a spectacular breakthrough. 
These tanks, however, were too slow and had too short an operating range to exploit the breakthrough. In conse-
quence, demand grew for a lighter, faster type of tank, and in 1918 the 14-ton Medium A appeared with a speed of 8 
miles (13 km) per hour and a range of 80 miles (130 km). After 1918, however, the most widely used tank was the 
French Renault F.T., a light six-ton vehicle designed for close infantry support. Lord of the Admiralty, Winston S. 
Churchill, resulted in the formation of an Admiralty Landships Committee. A series of experiments by this committee 
led in September 1915 to the construction of the first tank, called “Little Willie.” A second model, called “Big Willie,” 
quickly followed. Designed to cross wide trenches, it was accepted by the British Army, which ordered 100 tanks of this 
type (called Mark I) in February 1916. hen World War I ended in 1918, France had produced 3,870 tanks and Britain 
2,636. Most French tanks survived into the postwar period; these were the Renault F.T., much more serviceable than 
their heavier British counterparts. Moreover, the Renault F.T. fitted well with traditional ideas about the primacy of 
the infantry, and the French army adopted the doctrine that tanks were a mere auxiliary to infantry. France’s lead was 
followed in most other countries; the United States and Italy both assigned tanks to infantry support and copied the 
Renault F.T. The U.S. copy was the M1917 light tank, and the Italian was the Fiat 3000. The only other country to 

produce tanks by the end of the war was Germany, which built about 20.  

 World War 1 Tanks first appeared at the Battle of Flers-Courcelette in 1916 

British Tanks Captured by Germany Being Railed Back From the Front 

Call for 2016 Contributors 

Military History Group Members are 
invited to consider presentations you 
might like to give or hear during the 
year. Please also let the Convenor, 
Rob Ellis or Committee Members  
know of guest speakers who could be 
invited to share military experiences 
which would be of interest to our 

Members.  

https://www.britannica.com/event/World-War-I
https://www.britannica.com/topic/trench-warfare
https://www.britannica.com/event/Battle-of-Cambrai
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Winston-Churchill
https://www.britannica.com/topic/infantry


PAGE 2 U3A NUNAWADING M ILITARY H ISTORY GROUP  

 

Our Centenary - World War 1 Timeline  - September  1916 to November 1916 
 

September 1, 1916 - Romania is invaded by the newly formed Danube Army, consisting of Germans, Turks and Bulgarians under the command of Ger-

man General August von Mackensen. This marks the start of a multi-pronged invasion of Romania in response to its aggression against Austria-Hungary. 

September 15, 1916 - The first-ever appearance of tanks on a battlefield occurs as British troops renew the Somme offensive and attack German positions 
along a five-mile front, advancing 2,000 yards with tank support. The British-developed tanks feature two small side-cannons and four machine-guns, oper-
ated by an eight-man crew. As the infantry advances, individual tanks provide support by blasting and rolling over the German barbed wire, piercing the 

frontline defense, and then roll along the length of the trench, raking the German soldiers with machine-gun fire. 

September 20, 1916 - On the Eastern Front, the Brusilov Offensive grinds to a halt. Since its launch in early June, four Russian armies under the com-
mand of General Alexei Brusilov had swept eastward up to 60 miles deep along a 300-mile front while capturing 350,000 Austro-Hungarian troops. But by 
the end of summer, the Germans brought in 24 divisions from the Western Front and placed the surviving Austro-Hungarian troops under German com-
mand. The Russian attack withered after the loss of nearly a million men amid insufficient reserves. The humiliating withdrawal from the hard-won areas 

wrecks Russian troop morale, fueling political and social unrest in Russia. 

September 25, 1916 - British and French troops renew their attacks in the Somme, capturing several villages north of the Somme River, including 
Thiepval, where the British successfully use tanks again. Following these successes, however, heavy rain turns the entire battlefield to mud, preventing 

effective maneuvers. 

October 8, 1916 - The German Air Force (Luftstreikrafte) is founded as various aerial fighting groups are merged. 

October 10, 1916 - Romanian troops return home after being pushed out of Hungary by two Austro-German armies. The Austro-German 9th Army then 

invades Romania and heads toward Bucharest. 

October 24, 1916 - At Verdun, the French under General Robert Nivelle, begin an ambitious offensive designed to end the German threat there by target-
ing Fort Douaumont and other German-occupied sites on the east bank of the Meuse River. The attack is preceded by the heaviest artillery bombardment 
to-date by the French. Additionally, French infantry use an effective new tactic in which they slowly advance in stages, step-by-step behind encroaching 

waves of artillery fire. Using this creeping barrage tactic, they seize Fort Douaumont, then take Fort Vaux further east, nine days later. 

November 7, 1916 - American voters re-elect President Woodrow Wilson who had campaigned on the slogan, "He kept us out of war." 

November 13, 1916 - British troops stage a surprise attack and capture the towns of Beaumont Hamel and Beaucourt at the northern end of the Somme 

Front. 

November 18, 1916 - The Battle of the Somme ends upon the first snowfall as the British and French decide to cease the offensive. By now, the Germans 
have been pushed back just a few miles along the entire 15-mile front, but the major breakthrough the Allies had planned never occurred. Both sides each 

suffered over 600,000 casualties during the five-month battle. Among the injured German soldiers is Corporal Adolf Hitler, wounded by shrapnel. 

November 20, 1916 - Emperor Franz Joseph of Austria-Hungary dies at age 86. He is succeeded by Archduke Charles who wants to take Austria-Hungary 

out of the war. 

 

 

Food Shortages in Britain,  Women in Armament Factories and in The Frontline 
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Exercise Mars Olympics  Paradise Reinforces Commitment to Maritime Security 

The 2nd Commando Regiment are conducting a regular, scheduled 
counter-terrorism training exercise in western Sydney and the South-
ern Illawarra to rehearse the Australian Defence Force's (ADF) re-

sponse capability to terrorist threats. 

Exercise Mars Olympics involves around 500 ADF members who have 
joined forces with over 200 NSW Police and other emergency services to 
resolve a number of scenarios at various locations including Holsworthy 
Barracks, the Illawarra Regional Airport and civilian infrastructure in Syd-
ney's west. The training involves Army Blackhawk helicopters, which are 
operating over urban areas.  
The public were advised they should not be alarmed if they observe low 
flying helicopters, vehicles and military personnel or hear the associated 
noise of the helicopters, blank gunfire and pyrotechnics.  
Some noise disturbances are unavoidable as the training utilises civilian 
infrastructure that cannot be replicated at military training areas, such as the 
Illawarra Regional Airport.  
The training is designed to ensure that the ADF maintains the highest capa-
bilities and skills.  
The exercise is a regular annual event that helps ensure Australia has 
among the best counter-terrorism response capabilities in the world.  

Badge of the 2nd Commando Regiment  

The ability of the Royal Australian and Papua New Guinean navies to 
work together in maritime security is stronger than ever following the 

conclusion of Exercise PARADISE this month. 

The exercise is the Royal Australian Navy's primary bilateral maritime en-
gagement activity with the Papua New Guinea Defence Force Maritime Ele-
ment. 
This year it involved HMAS Wollongong and HMPNG Ships Seeadler and 
Moresby. 
At the closing ceremony, representatives from both countries highlighted the 
strong historical, geographical and cultural links and pledged their ongoing 
support for each other. 
Leading Seaman Boatswains Mate James Priday said the Wollongong crew 
performed professionally during the week-long exercise. 
"We remained focussed and motivated on delivering the required outcomes 
and supporting the local forces," he said. 
"I am incredibly proud of the conduct and effort displayed by the crew." 
It was the first international exercise for Sub Lieutenant Daniel O'Neill, who 
joined Wollongong as part of his training to become a Maritime Warfare 
Officer. 
"The Wollongong command team allowed me the opportunity to take charge 
during multi-ship officer-of-the-watch manoeuvres, close-in station keeping, 
and harbour pilotages. The experience and knowledge I gained during Exer-
cise Paradise will benefit me significantly as I continue my training," Sub 
Lieutenant O'Neill said. 
A Maritime Warfare Officer is responsible for the control and safety of ships 
at sea and alongside. The manoeuvres are a series of movements per-
formed between two or more warships while in close quarters. 
The development of international friendships was a highlight for Leading 

Seaman Marine Technician Stuart Macfarlane. 
"I was able to visit HMPNGS Seeadler and provide engineering support. I 
received a local carving from the Second Engineer in return," he said. 
The exercise consists of a harbour and a sea phase and involves graduated 
training serials covering seamanship, mariner skills, safety and communi-
cations. 
Wollongong will now return to Australia to support border protection activities 

and police illegal fishing  
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  Gallipoli Air Operations 

HMS Ark Royal, the world’s first purpose built aircraft carrier and the only one to have been 
fitted with a sail arrived on station (the is-land of Tenedos) on 17 February 1915. She carried 
five float-planes and be-tween two and four landplanes. A sliding hatch provided access be-
tween the hangar and flight deck.  Landplanes could launch from the forward deck, but had to 
ditch or seek a land base on return. She supported the ANZAC landing on 25 April.  Her origi-
nal complement was one short Type 166 Folder seaplane, two Wight Improved Navy plane 
Type A.1, pusher seaplanes, three Sopwith Type 807 seaplanes and two to four Sopwith Tab-

loid land planes.  

After U-21 sank HMS Triumph (25 May) and HMS Majestic (27 May), Ark Royal was with-

drawn to Imbros Harbour, but her aircraft continued to support the campaign.  

No.3 Squadron Royal Naval Air Service (RNAS) arrived at Tenedos, March 1915. It was re-

named number 3 Wing on 21 June.  

HMS Manica, a balloon ship arrived on station (the is-land of Lemnos) on 9 April 1915. Her 
tethered balloon was employed in observing enemy troop movements and directing naval gun-

fire. HMS Hector, another balloon ship, arrived 9 July  

HMS Ben-my-Chree (Manx for “woman of my heart”), a packet steamer converted to a seaplane carrier, arrived at the island of Lesbos on 10 June 1915. She 
carried two Short Type 184 torpedo bombers, one of which delivered the first ship-launched aerial torpedo attack   on 12 August against a Turkish ship in the Sea 

of Mar-mara. Subsequently, two further successful     attacks were also mounted.  

Number 2 Wing RNAS arrived at the island of Imbros on 31 Aug 1915. Absorbing No. 3 Wing, the wing was evacuated on 18 January 1916.  

SS Class airships arrived in mid-September 1915. The gondola on the Sea Scout airships was typically a B.E.2c fuselage. Of the three SS class airships available 

only one was put to use. It conducted 46 anti-submarine patrol missions.  

HMS Canning arrived 2 October to replace Manica, which had left in mid-September. The kite balloons of Manica, Hector and Canning conducted a total of 120 

naval gunfire support missions, remaining aloft for up to eight hours.  

Between 11 April and June, 700 aerial photographs were taken. In the refurbished WWI galleries at the Australian War Memorial, more than 150 of those aerial 
photos have been put together, digitised at high resolution and draped over a three dimensional terrain model of the Gallipoli Peninsula, enabling viewers to zoom 

down into gullies and ravines, as they were during the campaign.  

Between 17 Feb 15 and 9 Jan 16, 2,314 sorties were flown by the RNAS wings:  

Reconnaissance 726  

Spotting naval fall of shot 644  

Bombing 242  

Photographic 146  

Anti-aircraft 118  

Anti-submarine 95  

Experimental/other 228  

Sub Total  2,199  

Transit between airfields 115  

 Total 2,314  

On the bombing missions at total of 1,150 bombs were dropped for an aggregate 

weight of 59,150lbs.  

The last man to be killed in action on Gallipoli was Sydney-borne, 22 y.o., Cecil 
Horace Brinsmead, Flight Sub-Lieutenant, 3WG, RNAS. Flying a Henri Farman he 
was shot down, over Cape Helles (Sedd el Bahr), by a German aircraft on 11 
January, 1916, two days after the final evacuation. He is buried in Lancashire 

Landing Cemetery.  

 

 

HMS Ark Royal,  

HMS Manica 

HMS Ben-my-Chree  
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Spain 1936 - 1939 

On 27th July, 1936, Adolf Hitler sent the the Nationalists 26 German fighter aircraft. He also sent 30 Junkers 52s from Berlin and Stuttgart to  Morocco. Over 
the next couple of weeks the aircraft transported over 15,000 troops to Spain. The fighter aircraft soon went into action and the Germans suffered their first 

losses when airmen Helmut Schulze and Herbert Zeck were killed on 15th August. 

In September 1936, Lieutenant Colonel Walther Warlimont of the German General Staff arrived as the German commander and military adviser to Gen-

eral Francisco Franco. The following month Warlimont suggested that a German Condor Legion should be formed to fight in the Spanish Civil War. 

The initial force consisted a Bomber Group of three squadrons of Ju-52 bombers; a Fighter Group with three squadrons of He-51 fighters; a Reconnaissance 

Group with two squadrons of He-99 and He-70 reconnaissance bombers; and a Seaplane Squadron of He-59 and He-60 floatplanes. 

Adolf Hitler hoped this would not be necessary as General Francisco Franco claimed he was on the verge of victory. This prediction proved to be wrong and 

in November the International Brigades and aircraft and tanks from the Soviet Union began arriving in Madrid. 

Hitler now gave permission for the formation of the Condor Legion. The initial force consisted a Bomber Group of three squadrons of Ju-52 bombers; a Fight-
er Group with three squadrons of He-51 fighters; a Reconnaissance Group with two squadrons of He-99 and He-70 reconnaissance bombers; and a Sea-

plane Squadron of He-59 and He-60 floatplanes. 

The Condor Legion, under the command of General Hugo Sperrle, was an autonomous unit responsible only to Franco. The legion would eventually total 
nearly 12,000 men. Sperrle demanded higher performance aircraft from Germany and he eventually received the Heinkel He111, Junkers Stuka and 

the Messerschmitt Bf109. It participated in all the major engagements including Brunete, Teruel, Aragonand Ebro. 

The Condor Legion was initially equipped with around 100 aircraft and 5,136 men. Sperrle demanded higher performance aircraft from Germany and he 

eventually received the Heinkel He111, Junkers Stukaand the Messerschmitt Bf109. 

The Condor Legion participated in all the major engagements including Brunete, Teruel, Aragon andEbro. During the war Werner Moelders was credited with 

fourteen kills, more than any other German pilot. 

In the Asturias campaign in September 1937, Adolf Galland experimented with new bombing tactics. This became known as carpet bombing (dropping all 
bombs on the enemy from every aircraft at one time for maximum damage). German aircraft dropped 16,953,700 kilos of bombs dur ing the war and air units 

expended 4,327,949 rounds of machine-gun ammunition. 

A total of 19,000 Germans served in the Spanish Civil War. Of these, 298 were lost, with 173 being killed by the enemy. This included 102 aircrew, 27 fighter 
pilots and 21 anti-aircraft crew. A large number were killed in accidents and others died of illness. The Condor Legion lost 72 aircraft to enemy action. Another 

160 were lost in flying accidents.. 

Italian pilots flew 135,265 hours during the war, partook in 5,318 air raids, hit 224 Republican and other ships, engaged in 266 aerial combats, and reported 

to have shot down 903 Republican and allied planes, and lost around 180 pilots and aircrew killed in action.  

He-111E of the Condor Legion, 1939  

Savoia-Marchetti SM.81 Pipistrello 

(Bat) Medium Bomber  

http://spartacus-educational.com/GERhitler.htm
http://spartacus-educational.com/2WWmorocco.htm
http://spartacus-educational.com/GERwarlimont.htm
http://spartacus-educational.com/2WWfranco.htm
http://spartacus-educational.com/WARspain.htm
http://spartacus-educational.com/GERhitler.htm
http://spartacus-educational.com/2WWfranco.htm
http://spartacus-educational.com/SPinternational.htm
http://spartacus-educational.com/RussiaSU.htm
http://spartacus-educational.com/SPmadrid.htm
http://spartacus-educational.com/SPcondor.htm
http://spartacus-educational.com/GERsperrie.htm
http://spartacus-educational.com/GERheinkel111.htm
http://spartacus-educational.com/GERstuka.htm
http://spartacus-educational.com/GERbf109.htm
http://spartacus-educational.com/SPbrunete.htm
http://spartacus-educational.com/SPteruel.htm
http://spartacus-educational.com/SParagon.htm
http://spartacus-educational.com/SPebro.htm
http://spartacus-educational.com/GERheinkel111.htm
http://spartacus-educational.com/GERstuka.htm
http://spartacus-educational.com/GERbf109.htm
http://spartacus-educational.com/SPbrunete.htm
http://spartacus-educational.com/SPteruel.htm
http://spartacus-educational.com/SParagon.htm
http://spartacus-educational.com/SPebro.htm
http://spartacus-educational.com/GERmolders.htm
http://spartacus-educational.com/GERgalland.htm
http://spartacus-educational.com/WARspain.htm


 

WW11 Cartoon - Bluey and Curley  

Shrine Of Remembrance Events   September to November 2016 
   

 OFFSITE TOUR: TRAILBLAZERS AND PEACEKEEPERS TUESDAY 6 SEPTEMBER, 2:00PM

 
            PEACEKEEPING AND PTSD: THE PSYCHOLOGICAL LEGACIES OF AUSTRALIAN PEACE OPERATIONWEDNESDAY 14 SEPTEMBER, 6:00PM 

 
             DEFENDING COUNTRY  TUESDAY 27 SEPTEMBER, 6:00PM 

 
             CURATOR TOUR: 1966 TUESDAY 4 OCTOBER, 6:00PM 

 

             AFGHANISTAN: INSIDE AUSTRALIA'S WAR THURSDAY 20 OCTOBER, 6:00PM 

 
       BENDIGO THE FUTURE MOVEMENT THURSDAY 3 NOVEMBER, 6:00PM 

 
      MONUMENTS OF REMEMBRANCE   WEDNESDAY 9 NOVEMBER, 6:00PM 

 
 SHRINE ANNUAL DINNER 2016  TUESDAY 15 NOVEMBER, 6:30PM 

Australian and New Zealand doctors have administered anaesthesia in every major conflict since the Boer War. These men and women have, 

Over 65,000 Australians have served in more than 50 United Nations and other multilateral international peace operations since 1947. While 

many peacekeepers feel their contribution is important and rewarding, the capacity for some to develop mental illness after their service is 

well documented – often for reasons different than those found in combat operations. This talk will explore the unique characteristics and 

At least 300 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander men served among the approximately 61,000 Australian servicemen in Vietnam. They 

served for a variety of reasons even though most states still restricted Indigenous civil rights. 

1966 was the year that Australia sent a Task Force to Vietnam, the year the first National Servicemen served in the war, and the year of the 

battle of Long Tan. Australia felt the heat of the Cold War and the throes of a youth revolution, in the year the first baby boomers came of 

2016 marks the 15th anniversary of the commencement of the war in the Afghanistan, Australia’s longest war. Join writer and d irector Vic-

toria Midwinter-Pitt as she discusses the making of her latest documentary, Afghanistan: Inside Australia’s War. 

The Shrine was created to ensure that the sacrifices of Victorians during the First World War would never be lost on future generations. It 

facilitates public and private remembrance and provides a lens through which to examine events, motivations, responses to and consequences 

Even as the guns fell silent over the battlefields of Europe in 1918, Australia’s military leaders were planning to commemorate pivotal Aus-

tralian victories through a series of monuments on the Western Front. 
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A Visit to the  Australian War Memorial at Villers Bretonneux By Greg Piper 

 
In July 2006 my partner Fay and I went on ‘the big trip’. We did 5 countries in 5 weeks. Each of us had a list we negotiated ...I wanted Nor-
mandy, Cambridge, Duxford and London......Fay was more Scotland and Ireland and Scara Brae in the Orkneys. 
  
However, there was a place above all others that I wanted to visit and to share with my closest friend and partner in life.  
 
The Australian War Memorial at Villers Bretonneux. 
 
I had visited there way back in the 1970’s...a 15 minute stop made on a two day rush to Paris. Even then I was surprised what an emotional 
effect that place left on me. For over 20 years I carried a sort of yearning, a feeling of unfinished business I could not reconcile. 
 
Now, I am not an overly patriotic bloke. I mumble through Advance Australia Fair at the footy ....when I have to. I don’t sing “Hey True Blue” 
or “Waltzing Matilda”, I don’t have a flag in my garden. I vote, I keep an eye on “the shinny arses “in Canberra and I never , ever wanted to do 
the “pilgrimage “ to Gallipoli. ....that’s it. 
 
I do however; have an abiding interest in the history of those who served our country. The exploits of daring do told to us over the Tannoy 
as children on ANZAC day , of Simpson and his donkey and the legendary Monash and Bean and Jacka and Cobby . All these seemingly 
superhuman characters morphed over time, into an interest in the lives and astonishing privations of so, so many boys barely grown to 
manhood and more recently, our amazing women, so underrated by history. 
 
Kind family, thinking it a good Christmas or birthday present, gave me voluminous scholarly works on Gallipoli, The Somme and Frommelles 
and Patsy Adam Smith’s landmark book on Australian POW’s and Ambon and the Tol plantation and Sandakan and Banka. 
  
History by the kilogram. 
 
The books all had a common theme. The idealism and innocence of a generation, spurred on by patriotism, loyalty to the “old country” and 
some very slick recruiting. 
  
Then their stoicism, their privations, their loyalty and the terrible, callous industrial indifference, the pitiless unnecessary sacrifice of such 
young lives upon the altars of incompetence and privileged apathy. 
  
I never finished any. It was just too hard, too frustrating, and so overwhelmingly, brutally sad. 
  
As a birthday present ( we met in 2004) Fay gave me a book on the D Day landings.”Why don’t we go there” she suggested....simple as that. 
  
BINGO !! 
  
All my Christmases come at once. So off we went to Europe, living the dream. As part of a motoring tour through the Somme Valley, Amiens 
and , inevitably, on to Villers Bretonauex. 
 
The French have a national genius for landscape, a gift honed over centuries and epitomised in the vast palatial gardens of Versailles and 
Fontainebleau .Views that seem to end at the horizon, nature carefully bent to the will of men.  
 
The vistas from atop the cemetery hill at Villers Bretonneux are such a place. 
  
A place for Australia. 
 
The little vignette I carried in my memory, all those years, was of looking at the misty purple hues of a French autumn dusk. A hill lined with 
white tombstones, and at a field that rippled gently with the breeze, almost like a father blowing playfully upon a child’s hair. 
  
Peace. 
 
My second visit was better, it was deliberate, a completed pilgrimage if you like. 
  
Then you walk in this place, and see the white stones, sometimes with your country’s flag .......Once experienced, it is in your psyche forev-
er. 
 
We stayed longer, this time, we read the epitaphs, we walked the neat rows, we held hands, we cried and thanked providence our own sons 
were not in their place ....and we listened to the silence broken only by the occasional distant car. 
  
Skylarks twittered somewhere overhead.. 
  
Some boys were only 17. 
 
You read the stones, the heartbreak and shattered dreams of parents, so far away. 
All summed up in a compulsory number of words, on a memorial they will never see, to a child that they will never hold again. 
  
And they paid for the engraving. It is hard to bare.  
 
There is one more tragic irony, at the cemetery at Villers Bretonnaux. Many of the graves, the ceremonial wall and the bell tower, are pock 
marked with the bullet and shellfire of the German advance in 1940. 
 
Where the sons of men fought over the graves of their fathers. 
 
And the last indelible memory I have of this day in France in July 2006 ? 
  
A little school in the town and in that schoolyard, 12000 kilometres from home. 
 
A sign........... 



 

An email received from Tony Tossel about the Arctic Convoy Commemorations now going on in and a  

previous contact Tony made with a Russian Historian. 

Hi  Comrades, 

Just thought you might be interested. 

I met Valentina G  a couple of years back whilst in Archangel and visiting the Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery. 
Since then have kept in touch, due to her interest in the War of Intervention 1920. 
She being a lecturer in English at their local university speaks perfect English. 
She has another life in driving the commemorations of the arctic convoy and its veterans. She has written books on the subject, and is instrumental in seeing 
that her people show appreciation for the sacrifices of the convoy vets. She has gifted me her latest book, which I intend in turn to donate to our group li-

brary. 

She is loved by the convoy veterans and their descendants and attends many of their major events. 
This conference is due to her inspiration and good work. 
I would have loved to be there. 

Have a look at the attached . If you deem it OK then pls print it off and show to our group. (An invitation to the conference, Editor) 

Rgds Tony T 

 
Editor’s Note  

Articles in all editions of the Military History Group Newsletter have been sourced from the Australian Government, Army, Navy and Airforce 
newspapers, the Australian War Memorial Canberra via their web site, the Shrine of Remembrance web site and other various public infor-
mation sites. Most articles have been précised to enable them to fit our publication.  Thanks also to Kevin O’Neill and Greg Piper for articles 

published in this edition 

 U3A Military History Group Notices 

Vale George Taaffe 

We were sadden to hear that George Taafe, one of the original U3A Military History Group members passed away 23rd June 2016.  

George was 95 at his passing and a veteran of WW11. George served in the Royal Australian Navy  on  corvettes mainly on the Australia to India, Suez 
Canal and East Africa runs escorting allied convoys. George gave an amusing account of his experiences during his time at sea as one of the few RAN 
ships that never saw any action. Indeed when the ships company heard that the war was finally over they thought it appropriate to fire a depth charge just to 

see what it was like! 

George is survived by his wife Elizabeth and 4 daughters. Elizabeth wrote a fitting tribute to George for his funeral.  

“Your spirit and mine will be forever entwined together  

Smooth sailing on a peaceful sea”. 

Love Elizabeth. 

The Australian Cemetery at Villers Bretonnaux WW11 damage to head-

stones and the graves of two brothers? 

Photo’s by Greg Piper 



 


