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Call for 2022 Contributors 
Military History Group Members are invited to consider 
presentations you might like to during the year. Please also 
let the Convenor, Gilbert Foster, Tony Tossel or Advisory 
Members  know of guest speakers who could be invited to 
share military experiences which would be of interest to 

our Members.  

U3A equipment can be organised and assistance in the 

preparation of presentations can be given if required. 

U3A NUNAWADING MILITARY HISTORY GROUP  
 

Did the Japanese Actually Land in Australia 

On the evening of the 14 January 1944 a special Japanese Army Reconnaissance party left Koepang, in 
Timor on board a 25 ton fishing vessel called "Hiyoshi Maru". The party included:- 

Lieutenant Susuhiko Mizuno 

Sergeant Morita 

Sergeant Furuhashi 

Lance Corporal Kazuo Ito (radio operator) 

6 sailors 

15 Timorese (used as decoys) 

Their orders from the 19th Army Headquarters on Ambon Island were to land on the north west shores of 
Western Australia. They were from the special "Matsu Kikan" (Pine-tree) secret agency which was com-
manded by Captain Masayoshi Yamamoto. They were all graduates of the Nakano Intelligence School. 
Their mission was undertaken at the request of the Japanese Navy to verify intelligence received from Na-
vy sources that the United States Navy was building a Naval base at Admiralty Gulf.  

Lieutenant Susuhiko Mizuno's role was to:- 

- look at the possibility of landing in Australia 

- Investigate the location for a landing place 

- look for the existence of an military establishments 

They encountered a large storm and heavy seas and had to turn back to Koepang on the morning of the 15 
January 1944. They departed again on the evening of 16 January 1944.  

The "Hiyoshi Maru" was given air cover for part of the voyage by a single Type 99 light bomber from the 
7th Air Division based at Kendari. It was piloted by Staff Sergeant H. Aonuma with Hachiro Akai as Co-
pilot. On 16 January 1944, the aircraft was heading directly for Cartier Islet when it saw an Allied subma-
rine heading in the direction of the "Hiyoshi Maru". The submarine saw the Japanese aircraft approaching 
and immediately began to dive. The Japanese aircraft only managed to fire two bursts of its machine guns 
at the submarine as it submerged. The tracer bullets could be seen hitting the submarine. The Japs then 
dropped their six 50 kg bombs on the submarine. They then circled around the area three or four times to 
determine if they had hit it with one of their bombs. They suspected the submarine may have sustained 
some damage.          Continued over page. 
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The aircraft continued south flying low to avoid the Allied radar sites situated along this remote coastline. 
They sighted the "Hiyoshi Maru" and continued south to try to locate Cartier Islet. When they could not find it 
they headed to the west. They then  eventually located Cartier Islet. 

At 9 am on 17 January 1944 the "Hiyoshi Maru" reached East Island which is actually a coral reef which is 
only visible at low tide. They reached Browse Island at about 10 am on 18 January 1944. They landed on the 
island where they found the ruins of a watch house.  

They stayed on Browse Island for about 3 hours. This was to time their arrival on the nearby Australian main-
land. The left the island at 1 pm on 18 January and the next morning through a morning mist they entered an 

inlet on the West Australian coast. 
They spotted some white smoke 
rising from a mountain on the 
mainland east of their location. 
They anchored by the shore at 
about 10 am on 19 January 1944. 
The landscape in that area con-
sisted of many red colored rocks.   

They camouflaged the ship with 
tree branches and ate dried bis-
cuits for lunch. 

Three landing parties led by Lieu-
tenant Susuhiko Mizuno, Ser-
geant Morita and Sergeant Fu-
ruhashi, went ashore and ex-
plored different areas of the Aus-
tralian coast in that area for about 
two hours. They even took some 
8 mm movie footage of what they 
saw. As it turned out they had 
landed only 25 kms from where 
the RAAF were several weeks 

later to start building their secret airfield at Truscott. 

It was a very hot humid day. They all returned to the ship and reported to Lieutenant Susuhiko Mizuno on 
what they had seen. Besides some old campfires all they saw was lots of red rocks and lots of small trees. 
They slept on the ship that night and on 20 January 1944 they went ashore again and patrolled the area until 
about 2 pm. After finding nothing they decided to return to Timor. 

This confirmed Japanese landing on the West Australian coast near Cartier Island and Browse Island coin-
cided with a sus- pected landing on 
Mornington Island and Rocky Island in the 
Gulf of Carpentaria.  

 

 

 

 

 

       
 Article printed with permission of "Australia @ War" WWII Research Products 

Koepang 

TRUSCOTT AIRFIELD  

Type 99 light bomber  

https://www.ozatwar.com/japsland/land10.htm
https://www.ozatwar.com/japsland/land10.htm
https://www.ozatwar.com/japsland/land10.htm
https://www.ozatwar.com/japsland/land10.htm
https://www.ozatwar.com/japsland/land10.htm
https://www.ozatwar.com/wwiiresearchproducts.htm
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 A pair of United States Air Force (USAF) B-1B Lancer bombers 
recently swept into the skies of the Northern Territory. 

Commonly referred to as the ‘Bone’, the B-1B is the backbone of 
the United States long-range bomber force, and can carry a con-
ventional payload of up to 34 tonnes of guided and unguided ord-
nance. 

Flying over the Top End, their mission included refuelling practice 
with a Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) KC-30A Multi-Role 
Tanker Transport, which helped to maintain the bombers’ global 
reach capability. 

The practice provided RAAF aviators an important opportunity to 
demonstrate their professional mastery and exercise their interop-
erability in challenging yet realistic conditions. 

Following the air-to-air refuelling, the pair landed at RAAF Base 
Darwin where they conducted a hot pit refuel supported by No. 13 
Squadron aviation refuellers and USAF maintenance staff. 

Air Base Executive Officer and No. 13 Squadron Executive Of-
ficer, Squadron Leader Michael Moroney, said this was the first 
time that USAF B-1Bs have been hot turn refuelled by RAAF using 
a JP157 hydrant cart. 

“The safe and successful refuel highlights continued steps in our 
interoperability and provides validation for future USAF activities at 
RAAF Base Darwin,” Squadron Leader Moroney said. 

“This was also the first use of the in-ground refuelling pits for 
USAF aircraft on the US-funded extension of the bomber replen-
ishment apron. 

“The operational use of this infrastructure, which was designed to 
be used by USAF and RAAF refuel equipment, is an important 

 

Australian Army soldiers and US Marines 
conduct a joint insertion as part of a small 
boat operations activity during Exercise 

Rim of the Pacific  

In a simulated scenario, Australian Army soldiers and United 
States Marines lifted off from HMAS Canberra in US Marine 
Corps CH-53 Super Stallion helicopters. 

Before their mission even began, they were challenged with 
the insertion method called helicopter casting (helo-casting) -
 jumping from a low-flying helicopter into the ocean. 

Lieutenant Joel Scarramella from the 2nd Battalion, Royal 
Australian Regiment, said it was exciting to helo-cast for the 
first time. 

“It was a fresh way of looking at how we can apply ourselves. 
Yes, it was fun, but most importantly it exposed everyone to 
different methods of inserting into an environment,” Lieuten-
ant Scarramella said. 

Commanding Officer of the 2nd Battalion, Royal Australian 
Regiment, Lieutenant Colonel Tutton said it was an important 
opportunity for the Australian Army. 

“Inserting onto a beach from a United States aircraft is some-
thing that we must practise. Developing our interoperability 
makes us stronger and more adaptive as a force,” Lieutenant 
Colonel Tutton said. 

What made this helo-casting exercise more unique was the 
Zodiac F470 bundle that was dispatched from the helicopter 
and had to be inflated in the ocean. 

Responsible for carefully packaging the Zodiacs was Australi-
an Army Air Dispatcher Corporal Jesse Ablett’s team. 

“How it worked was we put all the equipment inside the deflat-
ed boat and into a bundle,” Corporal Ablett said. 

“Once it was dispatched from the rotary wing aircraft, it used 
a gas bottle to inflate so the boat crew could set it up once 
they were in the water.” 

Having jumped into the deep end, soldiers boarded their in-
flated small craft Zodiac F470 to push onto the beach. 

Together, with 3rd Reconnaissance Battalion Marines, the 
teams made their way to land where they spent the next few 
days conducting reconnaissance on a fictional village at Ma-
rine Corps Training Area Bellows. 

They were tasked with silently capturing intelligence and plan-
ning pathways to remain unnoticed by the enemy before call-
ing in a company of infantry soldiers to secure the site. 

 
A United States Air Force B-1B Lancer 
bomber aircraft prepares to refuel from 

an RAAF KC-30A Multi-Role Tanker 
Transport aircraft over the NT 
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Following the outbreak of war in the Pacific, the ship was requisitioned by the Royal Australian Navy for use 
as an auxiliary minesweeper on 9 February 1942. She was commissioned into the RAN on 3 March 1942 as 
HMAS Patricia Cam, with a complement of 2 officers and 17 sailors. 

Based in Darwin, Patricia Cam was mainly used to transport supplies to small communities, military outposts, 
and Coastwatchers. 

In January 1943, the vessel sailed through the islands off Arnhem Land. At one stop, they picked up six pas-
sengers: five Yolngu Aborigines and Reverend Leonard Kentish, chief of the Methodist mission stations in the 
Northern Territory. Patricia Cam then sailed for the Wessel Islands. 

On 22 January, while en route, a Japanese floatplane located Patricia Cam and attacked; the unaware vessel 
had no radar.  The first bomb landed in Patricia Cam's hold and exploded, killing one sailor. The damage 
caused the ship to sink within a minute.  A second bomb from the floatplane killed another sailor and two of 
the passengers.  The floatplane made several strafing runs, then landed near the survivors.  After failing to 
encourage the survivors to surrender, one of the crew captured Kentish at gunpoint (the only Australian pris-
oner-of-war captured inside Australian territory) and left. Kentish was flown to Dobo in the  Aru Islands where 
he was interrogated, including the frequent use of torture and beatings, for several weeks. Finally realising 
that the Reverend Kentish was of no military value he was led away from the Japanese camp and beheaded 
and buried on or about 4 May. 

All but two of the remaining survivors were on a liferaft. The others were clinging to debris, and drifted away; 
the remains of one were found nine years later in a cave on Valencia Island, 320 kilometres (200 mi) from the 
point of sinking. The life raft drifted for 15 hours before coming to an islet off Guluwuru.  The survivors swam 
ashore and fell asleep on the beach, waking to find that one of the crew had died from his wounds during the 
night.  One of the passengers died the next day, with both bodies buried on the beach.  Fires lit by the survi-
vors were spotted by natives of the Wessel Islands, who came across in canoes to render assistance.  Two 
groups left to find help, one group of natives paddling south, the other leading Patricia's captain to 
the Marchinbar Island radar station. Supplies were dropped to the survivors by an RAAF reconnaissance 
plane, and they were rescued on 29 January by HMAS Kuru. 

The vessel's military service was later recognised with the battle honour "Darwin 1942–43". 

 

 

The Sinking of HMAS Patricia Cam and the Reverend Kentish Affair 

HMAS Patricia Cam  

Surviviors from HMAS Patricia Cam rescued by the motor launch Kuru, a week af-
ter their sinking ear Cape Wessel in the Northern Territory  

Japanese Aichi E13A Float Plane (codenamed "Jake)".  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minesweeper_(ship)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Darwin,_Northern_Territory
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coastwatchers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arnhem_Land
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yolngu_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mission_station
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wessel_Islands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Strafing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aru_Islands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Croker_Group
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wessel_Islands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marchinbar_Island
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMAS_Kuru
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_honour


Page 5 

 

In 1946, it was discovered that Leonard Kentish’s Japanese captors had beheaded him on 5 February 1943. 
At 9.45 am on 21 May 1948, a Military Court was convened in Hong Kong and the three men accused of his 
murder appeared before the court. One of these Allied war crimes trials opened on 21 May 1948 at Kowloon, 
Hong Kong. Three Japanese prisoners (two members of the Imperial Japanese Navy and one civilian) had 
been charged with the murder of the Australian missionary, the Reverend Leonard Neil Kentish, on 5 Febru-
ary 1943.On 29 August 1946, the Adjutant of 3 Australian Prisoner of War Contact and Enquiry Unit reported 
on the circumstances of the Reverend Leonard Kentish’s death at Dobo in the Aru Islands (now part of Indo-
nesia): 

1. The Rev KENTISH was taken on board a Jap float plane on Jan 22 43 after it had sunk the patrol vessel 
HMAS “PATRICIA CAM” off WESSEL IS. 

2. Unfortunately no info can be obtained of the whereabouts of the Rev KENTISH until 13 Apr 43, when he 
arrived at DOBO. 

3. The Rev KENTISH was held at DOBO as a prisoner till the 4 May 43. Throughout this period he was sub-
jected to ill treatment by severe bashings, the most common being punches in the nose and eyes to such 
an extent that his nose was broken, and he had great difficulty in seeing. His diet, as such, was just suffi-
cient to keep him alive. 

4. On the morning of 4 May he was taken in to the scrub, (a distance of under 200 yds from the township of 
DOBO) where a grave had been prepared, and executed. 

5. The execution was carried out by the order of 1st Lieut SAKIDJIMA. 

6. The remains of the Rev KENTISH were recovered, and handed over to Capt STOCKWELL, of the War 
Graves Unit. They were transported to AMBON, and buried in the Internees cemetery there. 

 

In 1946 the International Military Tribunal for the Far East began to prosecute Japanese mili-
tary and civilian leaders for alleged war crimes. More than 2000 trials were held all over south
-east Asia, the Pacific and in Japan. More than 5,700 men – mostly Japanese servicemen and 
Korean guards – were charged with murder and brutal treatment of prisoners and civilians. 
Many were released due to insufficient evidence but 920 were executed and about 3000 sen-
tenced to imprisonment. 

One of these Allied war crimes trials opened on 21 May 1948 at Kowloon, Hong Kong. Three 
Japanese prisoners (two members of the Imperial Japanese Navy and one civilian) had been 
charged with the murder of the Australian missionary, the Reverend Leonard Neil Kentish, on 
5 February 1943. 

The three Japanese POW’s were executed by Allied troops. 
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THE LOSS of HMAT BALLARAT ANZAC DAY 1917 

The following is a perrsonal account by soldiers embarked in the transport ship HMAT Ballarat on 25 April 1917. This story was pub-
lished on Thursday 19 July 1917 in the Bendigonian Newspaper, Bendigo Victoria. Written by Corporal R. J. Neave to P. McCahill, of 

Yalook, Victoria.  

Well, old boy, no doubt you will have heard the thrilling news 
of the loss of the old Ballarat in the ocean. The 25th was An-
zac Day. We were to have a holiday. At 1.15 we were issued 
our water proof sheets. I had just mounted the gangway, and 
was on deck, when suddenly the sentry said to me, 'Look! ’ 
and about 600 yards out on the right a white streak, about 
two yards wide, was coming through the water at us, about 
the pace of a very fast train, 50 to 60 miles an hour.  

No need to wonder what it was. Too well we knew. I shall 
never forget that white bluish streak tearing along towards us. 
The officer on the bridge had been already warned, as the 
boat was slowly turning; but far too slow and too late. The 
white streak rapidly neared us, and it seemed to be coming 
right for the middle of the boat, but instead of catching us in 
the centre, it rushed towards the stern, when 'Bang!' I stood 
firm for the shock, but was thrown off my feet. 

A number of our chaps were down in the hold part of the 
boat, and they said the flour was blown in all directions, whilst 
the cookhouse was blown to pieces. In the washhouse part 
the basins were all shattered to pieces, windows in all parts 
of the boat were broken, and they are thick gloss too. The 
boat alarm went immediately. This is the most thrilling part of 

all, and, I am proud to be an Australian, and no doubt you or anyone else would be if you saw the way the brave lads went to their 
posts. The officers called out, 'Don't rush boys, be steady.' They all went to their places quickly and fell in line as on all ordinary boat 
parades.  

The destroyer, which then came up, could not stop to help us, for the submarine could be plainly picked out. The sailors told us that 
she had an adjustable periscope, one to pop up and down in a second. Many of our boys saw the periscope from time to time, and 
the destroyer dodging to get at her. The submarine during these manoeuvres tried to get a second torpedo in. We all expected a sec-

ond torpedo, but the first was doing its 
work well enough.  

All of us were in line in our places, and 
could see the destroyer and submarine 
tactics. We could receive no help from 
the destroyer while the submarine was 
about, the former being fully occupied in 
trying to get the submarine. The ship's 
officers got off about 20 boats, and the 
boys allotted to these boats filled them 
and put off. About 15 more boats then 
put off. The boats then jammed, and no 
others could be got away. All that were 
left, all in line, stood waiting for the end. 
Not one boy broke the ranks. It was 
splendid discipline on the part of all the 
boys, and it was grand to see how well 
they stood.  

The boats that were filled were now 
away out in circles around us all well 
filled up. An aeroplane now arrived 
buzzing around and using the helio-
graph. The Ballarat was by this time well 
on her side, and it was hard to stand 
owing to the list to port (left side), be-
sides her bow was high up in front, and 
out of water, with her stern down. If the 
submarine could have got the destroyer, 
we would all have been shelled in th 
water, so all the sailors said.  

A little later and the water was now in 
our troop deck, where we lately ate  

HMAT Ballarat Just after being torpedoed   

HMAT Ballarat  
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In less than five minutes all were off, and we were away. As we moved off, the brave old colonel stood on the bridge and saluted us. 
The other torpedo destroyer was picking up occupants of the crowded boats. Our boat took on board in less than five minutes 723 
soldiers. (That is quicker than we went aboard, don't you think?) We moved off, keeping about 500 or 600 yards away, when we 
raced round and round the old troopship as she still lay in the same 3 position. Our boat was crowded. We all sat on deck, legs dan-
gling along the edge, with a wire rope (railing) alongside. Every yard of space was crowded by the boys.  

This was the picture at 4 o'clock. Two seaplanes buzzing about, one French one British, and many destroyers passing close by. Emp-
ty little boats of the Ballarat were rocking about at their own will on the Atlantic waves. The destroyer beside our own, crowded with 
khaki-clad forms, and in the centre the poor old troopship that had been our home for 65 days. One of the seaplanes dropped six 
large bombs in succession about 4.15. This we were told later by some naval officers, put an end to the submarine.  

At 5 o'clock our destroyer and another left. Well, we had the fastest ride we ever have had, or, perhaps, likely to have on any boat. 
We travelled at 20 miles an hour (a little over 23 knots). The sailors were 'bonza' chaps absolutely and had been in the Jutland and 
Heligoland battles. Many mementoes and keepsakes were given to them. We also gave them our fox terrier. They made chocolates 
for us, and anything they could possibly give us. We made port 90 miles distance at 8 o'clock. Then for half-an-hour we slowly pro-
ceeded up harbor, and at 9 o'clock we were in old England.  

We formed up in fours; irrespective of rank, N.C.Os. and men. Colonel McVea stood on the right to take our salute as we moved off. 
As we passed the colonel said, 'You good, brave boys.' My word, I can tell you we felt it rather touchingly. We went to the barracks, 
where we all had a basin of hot cocoa and a large meat sandwich, and then slept in the midst of some big guns. We were the guests 
of the sailors, our officers being with the regimental 4 Officers. You can guess how cordially the sailors treated us. In the afternoon we 
formed up. Then we marched out to a naval railway station, entrained by different brigades, and at 3 o'clock we were off to Amesbury 
camp at Lark Hill. Till this time the-people could not see us, as we were in the naval yards, but when we emerged, we saw now from 
everywhere flags flying, whilst every house had its folk at the windows and doors.  

At Exeter the Mayoress provided us (on the railway station) with a bun and a cup of tea. We were met at the railway station by a bu-
gle band, and escorted to our camp quarters, where, we gradually settled down. Torpedoing of the troopship; Ballarat Written by Pri-
vate Chas. J. Smith, of Leichardt, son of Mrs. J. Smith, of Bendigo, on 27 April 191  

With thanks to The Naval Historical Society of Australian Occasional Paper 79: The Loss of 
HMAT Ballarat 

Editor’s Note  

Articles in all editions of the Military History Group Newsletter have been sourced from the Australian Government, Army, Navy and Airforce newspa-
pers, the Australian War Memorial Canberra via their web site, the Shrine of Remembrance web site and other various public information sites. Most 

articles have been précised to enable them to fit our publication.   


